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Wind gusts uprooted this tree on the corner of Wildwood and Woburn Streets in Wilmington, just missing the house! 


School Committee 
briefed on district safety 


and security measures 


By LIZZIE MCDERMOTT 
News Correspondent 


WILMINGTON — At the 
Wilmington School Commit-: 
tee-meeting on Feb. 28, In- 
terim Superintendent of 
Schools Paul Ruggiero out- 
lined safety and security 
measures currently in place 
in the district. 

This discussion comes amid 
a push for greater security in 
schools nationwide in the 
wake of the tragedy in Park- 
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land, Florida. 

¢ Each school is equipped 
with card readers at its 
main entrance, as well as 
other select entrances. Each 
staff member has a badge, 
which allows access through 
card reader-protected en- 
trances. 

¢ Each school has a buzzer 
system at its main entrance. 
Visitors can ring a doorbell, 
which provides administra- 
tive staff with video confir- 
mation of the person at the - 
door. Upon being granted 
access to a schools building, 
all visitors must sign in at 
main office and wear a visi- 
tor badge. 

¢ School doors are kept 
locked. 

¢ Cameras provide staff 
with footage of selected areas 
on schools grounds. Wilming- 
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Arlington an example 
for how to deal with 
mental illness 


By LIZZY HILL 


News Correspondent 


TEWKSBURY/WILM- 
INGTON — ‘Tewksbury 
Police Chief Timothy 
Sheehan congratulated 
Police Chief Frederick 
Ryan and the Arlington 
Police for their recogni- 
tion as a Law Enforce- 
ment Mental Health and 
Learning Site. Arlington’s 
announcement came out 
on Feb. 20, to the surprise 
of both Tewksbury and 
Wilmington. 

Their statement said 
that Arlington would now 
serve as an example to 
surrounding police de- 
partments for how to help 
those suffering from men- 
tal illness and also pro- 
vide resources as. these 


departments develop a 
Police-Mental Health Col- 
laboration, or PMHC. 

“Arlington is a trend set- 
ter,” Tewksbury Chief 
Sheehan said. “Ryan is a 
great chief.” 

Both towns are proud of 
the work that they’re al- 
ready doing to build this 
police-mental health col- 
laboration. 

In Tewksbury, mental 
health care and education 
is a priority inside and out- 
side of the Police De- 
partment. The department 
is currently involved in the 
One Mind Pledge, where 
they’ve promised to form a 
relationship with a com- 
munity mental health or- 
ganization, develop a fo- 
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Town to issue RFP in 
retaining new counsel 


By LIZZIE MCDERMOTT 
News Correspondent 


WILMINGTON — _ The 
Board of Selectmen voted 4-1 
on Feb. 26 to issue a Request 
for Proposal in the search 
for a new firm to serve as 
Town Counsel. 

Deutsch Williams, the cur- 
rent firm retained as legal 
counsel to the town, will be 
disbanding, effective March 


31. The firm will separate 
primarily into two new firms. 

Town Manager Jeffrey..Hull 
stated that, following a sug- 
gestion by Selectman Kevin 
Caira, he had developed a 
timeline based on an antici- 
pated July 1 start date for 
new permanent counsel. Hull 
also had prepared a draft. 
RFP, which the board was 
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Cavanaugh appointed 
new deputy fire chief 


WILMINGTON — It’s a 
new day in Wilmington as 
the town now has a new fire 
chief and a new deputy fire 
chief. 

At the most recent Board of 
Selectmen. meeting, Town 
Manager Jeffrey Hull in- 
formed the board that Wil- 
liam Cavanaugh III had been 
appointed the new deputy 
fire chief. He participated in 
an assessment center back 


in December of last year. 

Cavanaugh has been with 
the fire department since 
2007, having been promoted 
to fire lieutenant back in 2014 
serving as the towns fire pre- 
vention officer. In that role, 
he performed plan reviews, 
occupancy inspections » and 
final inspections of - fire 
alarm systems. 
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Early Childhood 
Kindergarten registration 


Wilmington Public Schools 
Wilmington, MA 01887 
Early Childhood Kindergarten registration 
Children entering the Wilmington Public Schools, either 
Kindergarten or First Grade, must register during the 
Week of March 12-16, 2018 


Wildwood Early Childhood Center 
9:00 - 11:00 a.m. and 12:45 - 2:30 p.m. 
Boutwell Early Childhood Center 
8:30 - 10:30 a.m: and 12:15 - 2:00 p.m. 


If your child reaches age five on or before Aug. 31, 2018 he/she 
should register for kindergarten at this time. 

If your child reaches age six on or before Aug. 31, 2018 he/she 
should register for First Grade at this time, if not already attending 
a Wilmington Public School Kindergarten program. 

In accordance with School Committee policy, no child will be 
registered to enter first grade if he/she has not turned six prior 
to Aug. 31, 2018 even if they have completed a kindergarten 


program elsewhere. 


The following items must be presented at the time of registration: 


I. Original birth certificate with official seal 
II. Medical Information 
a. Most recent physical exam information and immuniza- 
tions record 

III. Proof of Residency (one of the following items) 
a. Record of recent mortgage payment and/or property tax 


bill 


> 


b. Fully signed and executed Lease and/or Rental Agree- 
ment (Must be executed by both parties) 

c. Notarized Landlord/Owner of Property Affidavit (please 
refer to district’s website www.wpsk12.com and click on 
RESIDENCY POLICY & PROCEDURES to print form to 
be used “Residency Statement/Affidavit” ) 

. Fully signed and executed Purchase and Sale (P&S) 
Agreement (provided occupancy date occurs within 30 


days of enrollment) 
e. Section 8 Agreement 


IV. Proof of Occupancy (one of the following items) 

a. Gas/Oil Bill, Electric Bill, Home (not cell) Telephone Bill, 
Cable Bill, Water Bill (Note: bill must be dated within the 
past 45 days and address and name must be stated) 

. Recent bill (other than that stated above dated within the 
past 45 days showing Wilmington address and name. How- 
ever, a Residency Statement/Affidavit is REQUIRED with 


this option. Please 


refer to district’s website 


www.wpsk12.com and click on RESIDENCY POLICY & 
PROCEDURES to print form to be used) 

. Occupancy Statement/Affidavit must be notarized if a bill 
can not be provided prior to student’s enrollment (please 
refer to district’s website www.wpsk12.com and click on 
RESIDENCY POLICY & PROCEDURES to print form-to 
be used “Occupancy Statement/Affidavit” ) 

V. Proof of Identity (one of the following items) 
a. Valid MA Driver’s License 


b. Valid MA Photo ID Card 


c. Valid Passport 


d. Other Government issued Photo ID 


NOTE: Parents registering children for Kindergarten will-also 
register at this time for the Early Childhood Kindergarten/ 
Preschool screening. This screening will be conducted in May, fur- 
ther information will be provided at the time of registration. 

Also, screening is available to three and four year olds whose 
parents believe that their child has a reasonable likelihood of 
having any disabilities. Parents of three and four year olds wish- 
ing to have their child screened may also schedule an appoint- 


ment during the above dates at the Boutwell and Wildwood Early 
Childhood Centers. 


*All of the above as well as multiple forms can be found on WPS 
website: www.wpsk12.com 
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Students, teachers prepared with ALICE 


TMHS shelters in 
place for five hours 


By PAIGE IMPINK 
News Correspondent 


paige@yourtowncrier.com 


TEWKSBURY — On Thurs- 
day, March 1, students at 
Tewksbury Memorial High 
School experienced a securi- 
ty shelter in place order just 
as classes were getting un- 
derway. A student had been 
overheard making some 
frightening statements about 
actions he wished to carry 
out against an upperclass- 
man, alleging possession of a 
weapon. 

The comment was reported 
quickly by a concerned stu- 
dent and school officials and 
police personnel reacted 
swiftly. According to re- 
ports, the student was imme- 
diately sought out by the 
school resource officer and 
escorted to the main office. 

The order was invoked 
while law enforcement evalu- 
ated the extent of the threat 
to the student body at large, 
if any, and the presence or 
location of any weapon or 
weapons. Tewksbury police 
officers arrived on scene to 
secure the premises, includ- 
ing the NEMLEC School 
Threat Assessment Response 
System unit and canine units. 

Students, staff and parents 
were updated throughout the 
morning as Principal Kris- 
ten Vogel sent email notifi- 
cations, assuring parents 
that “teaching would contin- 
ue and that students would 
have access to bathrooms 
and other services as need- 
ed” while the investigation 
continued and officials se- 
cured the building. 

- {Students were dismissed 
class by class, floor by floor, 
to the cafeteria to have their 
lunches, then moved into the 
gymnasium for the remain- 
der of the day. Portable met- 
al detectors were set up and 
security wands were used by 
NEMLEC as the students 
and staff passed in to the 
cafeteria. 

School students texted their 


parents as updates were 
given, while cars were lining 
up along Pleasant Street 
with some parents anticipat- 
ing dismissal of their chil- 
dren. A cruiser blocked the 
driveway entrance to the 
high school and news trucks 
collected across the road. 
News helicopters could be 
heard circling the area. 
Given the shooting in 
Parkland, Florida only a 
week prior, nerves were 
understandably frayed. 

Despite the specificity of 
the threat and the alleged 
mention of a gun, “there was 
at no time a weapon in the 
school building or on school 
grounds,” according to an 
email sent to parents by 
Assistant Principal Sean 
O'Leary. 

During a press conference 
late Thursday afternoon, 
District Attorney Marian 
Ryan said that the student 
was in the hands of the 
criminal justice system. 
Ryan emphasized how seri- 
ously the matter is being 
taken and sent the message 
that “at no time, and espe- 
cially not at this sensitive 
time, should there be joking 
or discussion about any act 
of violence in person or on 
social media.” 

A press release issued by 
her office stated that the 14- 
year-old student was “ar- 
rested and charged with 
threatening the use of a dan- 
gerous weapon, two counts 
of threatening to commit a 
crime and disturbing a 
school assembly, in connec- 
tion with allegedly commu- 
nicating to a fellow student 
this morning that he intend- 
ed to shoot another student.” 

Student accounts of the 
day were mostly positive, 
expressing confidence in the 
staff and appreciation for 
the methodical way in which 
the response to the events 
was carried out. 

A letter to parents from 
Superintendent Christopher 
Malone read, “The time and 


energy we have dedicated as 
a school district to training 
and implementing the ALICE 
protocols has produced posi- 
tive results.” 

ALICE is an active shooter 
response methodology which 
is taught in the schools. 
Malone thanked parents and 
the Tewksbury Police Depart- 
ment for keeping the students 
safe and for their patience. 

In an email to the Town 
Crier, Malone also shared 
that intensive incident de- 
briefing occurred with the 
District Attorney’s Office 
and the police department, 
and that ongoing meetings 
with Town Manager Richard 
Montuori and Police Chief 
Tim Sheehan will “expand 
security resources for the 
school district while cre- 
atively funding a long term 
capital plan that supports 
keeping students safe.” 

Malone also indicated that 
over 100 students were inter- 
viewed post-incident to gath- 
er their feedback. 

Tewksbury Police Chief 
Sheehan reinforced the im- 
portance of reporting any 
suspicious activity. 

“The student, faculty, and 
administrative staff popula- 
tions within our school dis- 
trict play a critical role in 
maintaining safe learning 
environments and prevent- 
ing tragedy. (Thursday) was 
a prime example of this and 
I commend the students who 
came forward and reported 
the threats to the school 
administration. It is impera- 
tive that we encourage im- 
mediate reporting to those 
who see or hear something 
that they feel may pose dan- 
ger to others.” 

Sheehan thanked the re- 
sponse support units and 
said that the TPD “did 
everything possible to insure 
the safety of the student and 
faculty populations.” 

He, too, thanked the par- 
ents and students for their 
patience during the intense 
investigation. 


» Top right, students pass through metal detectors as NEMLEC officers x-ray their bags 
during the shelter in place protocol last Thursday. 


> Bottom right, officers debrief after students were dismissed from TMHS. The students 
had sheltered in place for over five hours during an intense police investigation of a stu- 


dent threat. 


Advertisement 


It’s Your Money 
by Todd Brisbois 


MAKING THE 
MOST OUT OF 
MISCELLANEOUS 
DEDUCTIONS 


Miscellaneous deductions are tax breaks that generally don’t 
fit into a particular tax category. They can help reduce taxable 
income and the amount of taxes owed. For example, some em- 
ployees can deduct certain work expenses, like uniforms, as mis- 
cellaneous deductions. To do that, they must itemize their 
deductions instead of taking the standard deduction on their tax 
return. Here are several tips about miscellaneous deductions: 


¢ The Two Percent Limit: 


Most miscellaneous costs are 


deductible only if the sum exceeds 2% of the taxpayer’s 
adjusted gross income (AGI). For example, before being able 
to deduct certain expenses, a taxpayer with $50,000 in AGI must 
come up with more than $1,000 in miscellaneous deductions. 


Expenses may include: 


¢ Unreimbursed employee expenses. 
¢ Job search costs for a new job in the same line of work. 


¢ Job tools. 
¢ Union dues. 


¢ Work-related travel and transportation. 
° The cost paid to prepare a tax return. These fees include the 
cost paid for tax preparation software. They also include any 


fee paid for e-filing a return. 


* Deductions Not Subject to the Limit: Some deductions are not 
subject to the 2% limit. They include: 
¢ Certain casualty and theft losses. In most cases, this rule is 
for damaged or stolen property held for investment. This 
may include property such as stocks, bonds and works of art. 
° Gambling losses up to the total of gambling winnings. 
¢ Losses from Ponzi-type investment schemes. 
Taxpayers can’t deduct some expenses. For example, personal 
living or family expenses are not deductible. To claim allowable 
miscellaneous deductions, taxpayers must use Schedule A, 


Itemized Deductions. 


Presented as a service to the community by 


Brisbois 
Capital Management, LLC 


11 Middlesex Ave, Suite 1, Wilmington, MA 01887 


888-680-6886 
www.BrisboisCapital.com 


Securities offered through Securities Service Network, Inc., 
Member FINRA/SIPC 
Office of Supervisory Jurisdiction: 
9729 Cogdill Rd, Suite 301, Knoxville, TN 37932, 865/777-4677 
Brisbois Capital Management, LLC, is a registered investment advisor 
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Surette named to Dean’s List _ Se 
at Westfield State 


WESTFIELD — Justine 


Surette, daughter of Rich-' 


ard and Paula Surette, 
received academic honors 
at Westfield State Univer- 
sity by making the Uni- 


versity’s Dean’s List for 
the Fall semester 2017. 

A sophomore at Westfield 
State University, Surette is 
majoring in Elementary 
Education at the Univer- 


sity. 

Westfield State Universi- 
ty’s Dean’s List recognizes 
the achievement of under- 
graduates semester by 
semester. To receive Dean’s 


List status, a student myst 
complete a 12-hour semes-y 
ter with a GPA of at least 
3.3 (B+), have no grade 
below a 2.0 (C); and have 
no incomplete grades. 


WCTYV news and notes 


SHAUN NEVILLE 
WCTV Executive Director 


Attention Wilmington kids: 
Want to write, record and 
produce your own movie? 
How about hosting or com- 
peting in a game show? 
Want to be star interviewer 
or interviewee? 

We are now.accepting sign- 
ups for our 2018 Summer 
Workshops!! Available Dates: 

e June 25 - 29 (9-11 year 
olds) 

e July 9 - 13 (12-14 year 
olds) 

e July 23 - 27 (9-11 year 
olds) 

e Aug. 6 - 10 (12-14 year 


Best Prices 
On Time 
Reliable 


DOUG’S 
AUTOMOTIVE 
978-658-2695 


olds) 

¢ Aug. 13 - 17 (13-16 year 
olds) 

Children ages 9 to 16 are 
invited to sign up (with the 
final week geared specifical- 
ly to teens who have WCTV 
experience). Each day, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., kids will 
learn the basics of TV. The 
cost per week is $125. 

This workshop has been 
very successful over the 
past couple of summers, 
with weeks filling up in 
advance. If you’d like to 
learn more information, 
contact Youth Outreach Co- 
ordinator Kaileigh Bernardo 
at kbernardo@wetv.org or 


PETS 
COME FIRST 


.. Personalized 
re Pet Sitting 
we want 


very’ | =. Service 


Daily Walks ¢ Weekends ¢ Vacations 
Call Nancy for FREE interview 


978-640-8866 


Bonded 
“Pets Come First in My Home and Yours” 


call 978-657-4066. 

Here’s another reminder to 
check out WCTV’s new mo- 
bile app. The WCTV app will 
let you watch videos on- 
demand, check out TV list- 
ings and stream live. We'll 
also be sending out alerts 
when live programming is 
going on. It’s a great way to 
stay connected as we enter a 
busy season of live events, 
with Candidates Night, 
Election Night and Town 
Meeting in the next couple 
of months. Just search 
“WCTV” in the App Store 
and Google Play Store. 

New Programs: 

These air on one of 
WCTV’s 3 television stations 
(Public: Comeast 9/Verizon 
37 - Government: Comcast 
22/Verizon 38 - Education: 
Comeast 99/Verizon 39). You 
can also watch them at 
WCTV.org. 

° Wildeat Sports Playoffs 
(WCTV Education): There’s 
plenty of Boys Hockey and 
Girls Basketball playoff ac- 
tion to watch! Go Cats! 

¢ Recreation Matters 
(WCTV Government): Karen 
Campbell welcomes Jim 


Buckley and Kathleen Shure 
to talk about Pickleball and 
the proposed Picklebal] court 


that is going to be discussed . 


at May's Town Meeting: —- 
* Book Stew (WCTV ‘Pub- 


lic): Host Eileen MacDou- | 
gall continues her minj-ser- | 
ies on local writers groups, | 


featuring Woburn Memorial 


Library group members Hel-. 
en Lee and Ralph D'Angelo. ° 


Upcoming Live: _ iii 

¢ March 12 - 7 p.m.:,Board 
of Selectmen (WCTV Govern- 
ment) pedyy 

¢ March 14 - 7 p.m:; Board 
of Appeals (WCTV Govern- 
ment) aT Ba 

e March 14 - 7 p.m.: School 
Committee (WCTV »Educa- 
tion) orf 


Check out WCTV.org >for : - 
more information on” when ; : 
programs will be televised °‘ 
and how you can ‘get:in-: 
volved at your conimunity : | 
television station. Member- ° = 
ship is free and there’s‘no - 


- 


time commitment. 

Produce a show, help ‘in stu- 
dio or cover a comrhunity 
event that you care ‘about! 


We’re here to make’ ‘the’ — 


process as simple as possible. 


n 
o 
“> 
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Wilmington nursing program hits centennial mark 


By L F. NEILSON 


100 years ago, a worldwide 
influenza epidemic killed 
millions of people. In Wil- 
mington, the deaths record- 
ed by the town clerk rose 
from 34 in 1917 to 53 in 1918. 
That epidemic led Wilming- 
ton to develop a public health 
program. In an era when few 
-towns had a public health 
‘nurse, Wilmington had two. 

“I meed you,” was how Dr. 
Daniel Buzzell summoned 
‘Alice Doucette for help in 
‘nursing the flu patients in 
‘Wilmington. The two worked 
for 13 days straight, only 
‘stopping for cat-naps. She 
‘had graduated from Law- 
rence General Hospital in 
1908 as a registered nurse. 
“When she suggested that she 
scent need to go back to 


btohits 


school for public health nurse 
training, Dr. Buzzell told her 
that would be like putting a 
cake back in the oven. 

She worked unofficially as 
the town nurse for the next 
three years, and was ap- 
pointed to that position in 
1921. 

Also in 1918, nursing stu- 
dent Esther Kruschwitz was 
pressed into service in Bos- 
ton, ministering to flu pa- 
tients. The epidemic was so 
severe that she was driven 
by taxi. Travel by streetcar 
would consume too much of 
her valuable time. 

A student at the Lawrence 
General Hospital, she was 
also enrolled in a public 
health nursing program at 
Simmons College. There was 
no degree public health. She 
was awarded a certificate 


for her specialized training, 
along with her RN degree. 

The following year, she 
came to: Wilmington, spon- 
sored by the Wilmington 
Women’s Club. She was one 
of the very first public health 
nurses in the nation. Her 
work included that of a pub- 
lic health nurse, school 
nurse, visiting nurse and run- 
ning a well-baby program. 

Mrs. Nina Barrows and Wo- 
men’s Club president Mrs. 
Tyler Stevens were instru- 
mental in her hiring. Nina 
Kincaid Barrows was the 
wife of Herbert C. Barrows. 
She worked with the new 
nurse to make things happen 
in Wilmington, organizing 
the first well-baby clinic in 
the Grange Hall. 

In 1921, Esther Kruschwitz 
married Dr. Guy Nichols, 


the town undertaker. He had 
graduated with a medical 
degree before returning to 
town to run the Nichols Fu- 
neral Home. 

With Alice Doucette as 
town nurse, Esther Nichols 
took the role as the school 
nurse, a position she held for 
about 40 years. 

She became a deaconess in 
the Wilmington Congrega- 
tional Church, serving on 
every important committee, 
chairing the building commit- 
tee for the Parish House, an 
addition to the church built in 
the mid-fifties. She became 
superintendent of the kinder- 
garten and primary Sunday 
school. Many generations of 
children learned their first 
Bible lessons in‘her classes. 

She had a deep love of 
music and sang in the choir 


A Esther Nichols, right, chatted with Gertrude aliceorts at 
the 250th anniversary celebration of the Wilmington 
Congregational Church in Oct. 1983. Mrs. Nichols was 
Wilmington's first public health nurse and served as school 
nurse for over 40 years. (file photo by Larz F. Neilson) 


for many, many years. At 
the 200th anniversary in 
1933, she was a soloist. 

She wrote and read a histo- 


ry of the church for its 225th 
anniversary in 1958. That 
history was published in in- 
stallments in the Town Crier. 


MARILYN SANFORD 
“*~ Tax Columnist 


CBS ARE 


~The IRS issues more than 
niné out of 10 refunds in less 
“than 21 days. However, some 
tax returns may require 
additional review, which af- 
fects refund timing. 

The "Where’s My Refund?" 
tool has the most up-to-date 
information about the status 
of a taxpayer’s refund. It’s 
available on IRS.gov and 
through the IRS mobile app, 
IRS2Go. 

Individuals who file elec- 
tronically can use “Where’s 
My Refund?” to check the 
status of their return within 
24 hours after the IRS re- 
ceived it. Paper filers can 

-¢heck four weeks after they 
mail their paper return. 


> “Where’s My Refund?’ is up- 


dated once daily, usually 
overnight. Therefore, check- 
ing it more often will not pro- 
duce new or different results. 
Some people believe order- 
ing a transcript is a good way 
to check the status of their 
refund. The information 
included on a transcript does 
not necessarily reflect the 
amount or timing of a refund. 
Transcripts are best used to 
validate past income and tax 
filing status for mortgage, 
student or small business 
loan applications, and to help 
with tax preparation. 
“Where’s My Refund?” is 
the best way to check the 
status of a refund and dis- 
plays progress in three sta- 
ges: (1) Return Received, 
(2) Refund Approved, and 
(3) Refund Sent. Taxpayers 
can get personalized infor- 
mation based on the pro- 
cessing of their tax return. 
The tool provides an actual 
refund date after the IRS 
has approved a refund. 
Several factors can affect 
when the IRS is able to issue 


Tax refunds in 2018: What to expect 


a refund or when a taxpayer 
may receive it. 


General Errors or 
Processing Issues 
Taxpayers whose refunds 
take longer may have filed a 
return that contained errors, 
is incomplete, or needs fur- 
ther review in general. The 
IRS will contact taxpayers by 
mail if it needs more infor- 
mation to process a return. 


Claiming the Earned 
Income Tax Credit or 
Additional Child 
Tax Credit 

The IRS began updating 
"Where's My Refund?" on 
IRS.gov and on the IRS2Go 
mobile app in mid-February, 
for most of those. early filers 
who claimed either the 
Earned Income Tax Credit 
(EITC) or the Additional 
Child Tax Credit (ACTC), pro- 
vided they chose direct de- 
posit and there were no other 
issues with their tax return. If 
there are issues with a filer’s 
tax return, the law requires 
the IRS to hold back the entire 
refund — even the portion that 
is not associated with either 
the EITC or the ACTC. The 
IRS, tax preparers, or any of 
the personal tax software 
available do not have addition- 
al information on refund 
dates. “Where’s My Refund?” 
is the best way for a person to 
check the status of a refund. 


Identity Theft or Fraud 

Tax-related identity theft 
occurs when someone uses a 
stolen Social Security num- 
ber to file a tax return and 
claim a fraudulent refund. A 
taxpayer may not know this 
has happened until they file 
their tax return and find out 


What to remember when deciding 
whether and how to file your taxes 


By MARILYN SANFORD 
Tax Columnist 


As people prepare to file 
their taxes, there are things 
to consider. They will want to 
determine if they need to file 
and the best way to do so. 

Here are three things for 
speople to keep in mind as 
sthey prepare to file their 

, taxes: 
1. Who is required to file. In 
most, cases, income, filing 
status and age determine if a 
taxpayer must file a tax 
return. Other rules may 
apply if the taxpayer is self- 
“employed or if they are a 
"dependent of another person. 

For example, if a taxpayer 
is’ single and younger than 

_ age 65, they must file if their 
income was at least $10,400. 
‘There’ are other instances 
when a taxpayer must file. 
"Go to IRS.gov/filing for more 
“information. 

2. Filing to get a refund. 
‘Even if a taxpayer doesn’t 
‘have-to file, they should file a 
tax return if they can get 
Ymoney. back. If a taxpayer 
Manswers “yes” to any of these 
» questions, they could be due a 
refund: 
vy! ¢ Did my employer withhold 
= federal income tax from my 
opay?, « 

¢ Did I make estimated tax 
payments? 

,,* Did I overpay last year 
/and have it applied to this 
ayear’s tax? 


3. Taxpayers can file for 
free. Join the millions of Am- 
ericans who safely file their 
taxes and save money using 
IRS Free File. 70 percent of 
the nation’s taxpayers are eli- 
gible for IRS Free File. 
Commercial partners of the 
IRS offer free brand-name 
software to about 100 million 
individuals and families with 
incomes of $66,000 or less. 
Taxpayers who earned more 
can use Free File Fillable 
Forms. This option allows 
taxpayers to complete IRS 
forms electronically. It is 
best for those who are used to 
doing their own taxes. 

Instructions for Forms 1040, 
1040A or 1040EZ list income 
tax filing requirements. 
Taxpayers can also use the 
Interactive Tax Assistant tool 
on IRS.gov to answer many 
tax questions. They should 
look for “Do I need to file a 
return?” under general top- 
ics. 

All taxpayers should keep a 
copy of their tax return. 
Taxpayers using a software 
product for the first time may 
need their Adjusted Gross 
Income amount from their 
prior-year tax return to veri- 
fy their identity. Taxpayers 
can learn more about how to 
verify their identity and elec- 
tronically sign tax returns at 
Validating Your 
Electronically Filed Tax Re- 
turn. 


someone else has used their 
SSN. Or, the IRS may send a 
letter to a taxpayer saying 
someone filed a suspicious 
return using their SSN. 


Direct Deposit Speeds 
Refunds, but Allow Time for 
Banks, Weekends, Holidays 

Using Direct Deposit is the 
safest and easiest way to get 
a refund. Direct Deposit is 
the electronic transfer of a 
refund from the Department 
of Treasury to the taxpayer’s 
financial account. Eight out 
of 10 taxpayers use direct 
deposit for their refunds. 
This is the same method 
used by 98 percent of Social 
Security and Veterans Af- 
fairs beneficiaries. It is easy, 
safe and secure. It also saves 
money for all taxpayers, 
since it costs more than $1 to 
print and mail a refund 
check and about a dime to 
process a direct deposit. All 
a person needs to do is to 
provide an account number 
and a routing number to get 
their refund faster. 

Splitting a tax refund is 
easy and can be done elec- 
tronically if using IRS Free 
File or other tax prepara- 
tion software. When filing a 
paper return, use IRS Form 


8888, Allocation of Refund 


(Including Savings Bond 
Purchases), to split the re- 
fund among two or three dif- 
ferent accounts. Form 8888 
is not required for the IRS to 
direct deposit the refund 


into a single account; use 
the direct deposit line on 
Forms 1040, 1040A or 1040EZ. 

With split refunds, taxpay- 
ers have a convenient option 
for managing money — send- 
ing some of the refund to an 
account. for immediate use 
and some for future savings 
— in addition to the speed 


and safety of direct deposit. 

A tax preparer can select 
the direct deposit option for 
a taxpayer. Even those tax- 
payers who file a paper re- 
turn can choose direct de- 
posit. See the “Refund” sec- 
tion near the bottom of the 
return. 

Direct deposit refunds are 


Join Us! 


Attend our complimentary 
First Time Homebuyer Seminar 
at our newly renovated Andover Branch. 


March 21st 
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
84 Main Street 


Andover, MA 01810 


received faster than mailed 
refunds. However, taxpayers 
should still allow a bit of 
processing time after the 
refund leaves the IRS. Fi- 
nancial institutions need to 
accept the refunds, then de- 
posit them into bank ac- 
counts or onto debit cards. 
Keep in mind that many fi- 
nancial institutions do not 
process payments on either 
weekends or holidays. 


We'll provide industry experts to walk you through the home buying process. 


e Real Estate Broker 
¢ Conveyance Attorney 


Low to moderate income financing programs 


e Mortgage Officer 
¢ Home Inspector 


tilable. 


Seating is limited, so please register today! 
Call The Savings Bank at 800-246-2009, ext. 5368, or email Amanda 
at aippolito@tsbawake24.com. Light refreshments will be served. 


Bitte Savings Bank 


Since 1869 


Andover | Methuen | North Reading | Wakefield | Lynnfield 
800-246-2009 | www.tsbawake24.com | Member FDIC | Member DIF 


1475 Main Street 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 
978-863-0121 


Serving Great Jrish Food All Day Long! 
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Corned Beef 


and Cabbage Dinner 


4 = 
# Fs 
wf 8 
» 2 
ae 


i 
y #s 


_Letters to 
‘the editor 


‘Finegold candidate 


‘for State Senate in 
‘Second Essex and 


a 


i To the editor, 

; Today, I am proud to an- 
‘ounce my candidacy for 
State Senate for the Second 
‘Essex and Middlesex district 
“representing Andover, Dra- 
cut, Lawrence, and Tewks- 
bury. My interest in elected 
office has always been driv- 
éri by my deep belief in pub- 
li¢.service. As a husband, fa- 
ther of three, and local busi- 
néss owner, I am committed 
to doing what’s best for our 
{community and willing to 
put in the hard work to en- 
sure a better future for all. 

The Massachusetts Senate 
is at a crossroads. I’ve had 
the privilege of serving in 
that chamber and I know I 
have the relationships and 
skillset needed to get things 
done at a time when a clear 

i path forward is unclear. 
I’ve spent most of my life 
jin’the district and served 
eee communities in the 
State Senate from 2011-2015, 
4s0 I know I can confidently 
{represent these four commu- 
‘nities at the State House. 

hzough hard work and lis- 
tening to those around me, I 
{will fight for the needs of 
our district and use my ex- 
perience to deliver~ results 
for these communities. 

As the son of two public 

ol teachers, education 
has always been a priority 
jfof me. Fighting for quality 
jeducation for all students, 
regardless of their back- 
ground or family’s income, 
}was one of my top priorities 
\while in the State House. I 
|was an early supporter of the 
inew Tewksbury High School 
land worked hard to make 
\sure we got the state funding 


5 


‘Middlesex district 


we needed to complete the 
project. If elected, I will 
work to secure education dol- 
lars for the district and col- 
laborate with our school 
leaders to deliver for every 
child in our community. 

I believe in high quality, 
affordable health care. I 
want to ensure that our re- 
gional health care providers 
like Lowell General Hospital 
and Lawrence General Hos- 
pital are getting their fair 
share of funding in order to 
continue serving our com- 
munity. During the debate 
on health care cost contain- 
ment, I led the fight in the 
Senate to protect communi- 
ty hospitals and vow to con- 
tinue to do so. 

We’ve seen the devastating 
effects of the opioid crisis in 
our community over the past 
few years, and we will need 
all the resources we can get 
to properly address the is- 
sue. I promise to work hard 
to secure state and federal 
funding for prevention and 
treatment in our area, as 
well as listen and learn from 
other cities and states that 
have implemented effective 
programs. 

I also want to hear from 
folks in the district about 
what their biggest concerns 
and priorities are. I am 
going to spend the next few 
months listening and learn- 
ing from people across An- 
dover, Dracut, Lawrence, 
and Tewksbury so that I can 
once again be their voice on 
Beacon Hill. 


Former State Senator 
Barry R. Finegold 


Support Brian Dick 
for selectman 
in Tewksbury 


| To the editor, 
| Brian Dick is a life-long 
Tewksbury resident. Brian is 
a true professional balanced 
with a friendly demeanor. 
Being a native of Tewksbury, 
Brian understands the im- 
portance of balancing Tewks- 
ury’s economic develop- 
lent while maintaining the 
Pharacter of our town. 
| As a former Tewksbury 
ool Committee member, 
serving six years, Brian 
nows first-hand how to get 
things done and is unafraid to 
do the work. Brian is a local 
business owner, he recognizes 


i. 


the seriousness of being fis- 
cally responsible. Brian will 
treat our tax dollars with re- 
sponsibility and accountabili- 
ty which is paramount. 
Combined with his family 
values, leadership skills, bu- 
siness experience, and love 
for Tewksbury, I am confi- 
dent that Mr. Brian Dick will 
be an asset to our communi- 
ty as a member of the Tewks- 
bury Board of Selectmen. 
Please join us in support- 
ing Brian Dick on April 7. 


Sincerely, 
Jay & Mary Kelly 


Due to the number of letters received 
during election season, we request that 


Letters to the Editor not exceed 250 words 


We LOVE your letters! 


Want your 
opinion heard? 


| Send Letters to the Editor to: 
_ office@yourtowncrier.com. 


All submissions must be accompanied by full name, 
address, and daytime contact information 

f for verification purposes. 

| Letters must be e-mailed by noon on Monday in order 

for consideration the same week’s edition. 


By MATT FRONDUTO 
TMHS Correspondent 


If you are an avid reader 
of The Town Crier, then you 
may be familiar with the 
DECA competitions, as a 
piece was written about the 
2018 regional competitions 
in early January. In the 
aforementioned column, it 
was mentioned that a mul- 
titude of Tewksbury High 
School Students would be 
advancing to the State Fi- 
nals in mid March, and as 
we approach this day, it 
seems necessary to remind 
the public of exactly what 
these bright competitors 
will be engaging in. 

For those unfamiliar with 
DECA, the mission state- 
ment should sum it up rea- 
sonably well: 

“DECA prepares emerg- 
ing leaders and entrepre- 
neurs in marketing, finance, 
hospitality and manage- 
ment in high schools and 
colleges around the globe.” 

Essentially, DECA (Dis- 
tributive Education Clubs 
of America) provides stu- 
dents interested in busi- 
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TMHS students prepare 
for DECA state finals — 


.) 


MASSACHUSETTS 


ness — or any region of the 
private sector for that mat- 
ter — with the opportunity 
to sharpen and perfect 
their abilities by allowing 
them to compete in a na- 
tionwide competition in 
which students are thrust- 
ed into real-world situa- 
tions, and tasked with fig- 
uring out a rational, viable 
solution. 

In doing so, the partici- 
pants are able to not only 
exercise their skills, but 


DECA 


also, upon completion, will 
be shown where their 
strengths and weaknesses 
lie, allowing them the oppor- 
tunity to perfect their abili- 
ties. The top seven students 
given the highest marks in 
their respective categories 
are thereby selected to 
advance to the State Finals, 
which brings us to today, 
Thursday, March 8, the day 
on which the selected par- 
ticipants from Tewksbury 
High will travel to Boston in 


Vote Eaton for selectman 


To the editor: 

I am writing in support of 
candidate Jonathan Eaton 
for Selectman. I have had the 
pleasure of working along- 
side Jonathan on the Fi- 
nance Committee for many 
years. He is a man of integri- 
ty, is an independent thinker 
and is always prepared for 
meetings and discussions. 
Jonathan has been respect- 
ful of others opinions while 


holding true to his own. He 
quickly became a very im- 
portant member of the com- 
mittee and others frequently 
look to him for his informed 
viewpoints. 

A Wilmington native, Jona- 
than chose to stay in Wil- 
mington to start his family; 
he, therefore, has a strong 
interest in the future of Wil- 
mington. Jonathan is very 
willing to be on the forefront 


of the many issues that will 
be affecting the future 
growth and development of 
our town. My experience 
with Jonathan provides me 
with the confidence that he 
will serve the Town of 
Wilmington with dignity and 
intelligence in every deci- 
sion and discussion that he 
participates in. 

I have personally known 
many of the volunteers and 


pursuit of a position in, the 
National DECA finals in At- 
lanta, Georgia. 

With a jam-packed itiner- 
ary for the weekend, stu- 
dents will, without a doubt, 
spend most of their free 
time studying for their 
events, or possibly feasting 
on one of the various meals 
that the hotel will be pro- 
viding. With the competi- — 
tions scattered throughout | 
Friday afternoon, the | 
events will culminate in the | 
highly-anticipated awards | 
ceremony, taking place | 
Friday night. 

Not only will the best per-. 
formances be recognized at 
the ceremony, but they will% 
also be receiving an invita 
tion to Atlanta’s National 
Finals, which a handful :of 
TMHS students actually- 
had the privilege of attend-. 
ing in 2017. ai 

Regardless of this year’s, 
outcome, the events of this, 
weekend will, without ;a> 
doubt, be a terrific experi- 
ence for its participants, ; 
therefore, let us all wish 
Tewksbury High’s competi-:- 
tors the best of luck! ,, = 


elected officials that have 


made Wilmington proud-and 
have made the right- deci- 
sions for our benefit.-I am 
pleased to include Jonathan 
Eaton in that group and*I 
respectfully ask that you 
vote for Jonathan on. April 
28 for Selectman. 


Sincerely, 
Theresa. M. Manganelli 


First responders had a busy weekend 


By PAUL J. ANDREWS 
andrews@masssupt.or 
Mass. Ass’n. of School 
Superintendents 
hairman of the Board of 


Winchester Hospital 


I am going to cover a few 
issues in this column, one of 
a local nature and the re- 
mainder on some of the 
basic educational funding 
issues that you may find 
both interesting and possi- 
bly upsetting. 


First responders 


More than likely, today's 
paper carried a review of 
damage in Town Crier land, 
as our area was hit heavily 
on Friday into Saturday by a 
confluence of weather fac- 
tors and especially the winds 
that traveled through our 
communities. I had the mis- 
fortune of being involved 
near one incident in Central 
Square in Woburn, as I was 
just getting into my car after 
picking up a prescription, 
when a massive tree came 
down in the Wyman Green 
and struck a pole across 
from where I was parked 
with wires on Main and Wy- 
man Streets falling all over 
the area, sparking their way 
to the ground and shutting 
down all major roads. 

With a number of children 
on the Wyman Green, I went 
over to the edge of the area 
and told the youngsters not 
to move as wires were fal- 
ling everywhere with the 
winds and rain making the 
area very dangerous. As I 
did that, I could see a wo- 


' man down in the middle of 
the Wyman Green, where a 


tree limb had fallen on her. 
Calling back to the phar- 


'macy and grocery store 
' managers who were outside 


at this point, I asked that the 
ambulance be called quickly 
and as fast as possible, while 
asking the injured party to 
remain as help was on the 
way. 


While I made certain the 
youngsters remained in po- 
sition keeping them away 
from the live wires, it 
seemed just like minutes 
when the first arriving crui- 
ser and officer arrived and 
headed directly for the in- 
jured woman, while calling 
for added help from other 
needed departments includ- 
ing public works. This is 
really to praise the great 
skills our communities have 
in our readership area as 
“first responders” as all of 
our communities were total- 
ly out straight as tree limbs, 
wires and poles were falling 
across the Wilmington, 
Tewksbury area as well as 
across Woburn, Burlington 
and Winchester and nearby 
areas. 

What I saw, as a response 
as usual, made me feel so 
proud of our “first respon- 
ders” and this is a shout out 
to all these folks in our com- 
munities. 


Student debt increases for 
Mass. college graduates 


Alarming data points have 
recently emerged from the 
Massachusetts Budget and 
Policy Center with some sig- 
nificant statistics. Massa- 
chusetts, despite the quality 
of the public higher educa- 
tion system, has led to large 
increases in tuition, fees and 
student debt, which the Cen- 
ter states “can limit the op- 
portunity for school gradu- 
ates and potentially weaken 
our state economy.” 

The basic point made is 
that “funding for public high- 
er education has declined 
substantially since 2001.” 


The key “take away” is that . 


in the past dozen years, 


“debt for graduates of four-.. 
year state colleges and. uni-__| 
vensikies baakuadamaae cen a 


pidly in Massachusetts than 
in 48 of the 50 states.” 

The report indicates that in 
Massachusetts “funding for 
scholarships has declined at 


a similar rate and per-pupil 
debt has increased 122 per- 
cent since the 2003-2004 school 
year.” This means “the aver- 
age debt among public uni- 
versity graduates now almost 
equals that of students gradu- 
ating from the state’s private 
schools and universities.” 
The report also states “that 
for 2016 (the most recent sta- 
tistics currently available) 
more graduates of public 
higher education had higher 
debt than graduates of pri- 
vate institutions — 73 percent 
compared with 54 percent.” 


School finances around 
the United States 


While we have written in 
earlier columns about the K- 
12 fiscal issues in Massa- 
chusetts, Kansas is trying to 
come up with $600 million. 
New York wants school by 


Tewksbury - 


school spending, causing ‘a 
backlash but supported in 
the new National Every’ Sta- 
dent Succeeds Act. Oklaho- 
ma is focusing on increasing 
teacher salaries with many 
schools there now operating 
on a four day week schedale. 
Texas is proposing a 2:5:per- 
cent cap on the amount’ of 
money districts can use from 
property owners, | which 
must sound familiar to: most 
of us here in Massachusetts, 

JUST A NOTE: I recently 
noticed a comment in the New 
York Times stating “there is 
no reliable cure for angry 
young men who harbor violent 
fantasies. The only solution is 
to keep guns our of. their 
hands.” Thanks for taking 
some of your evening in read: 
ing this column and feel.free 
to e-mail me at andrews 
@massupt.org or follow meron 
twitter at @Paulandrewsmass 
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HOME NEWS HERE.COM 


WILMINGTON — Jacque- 
lyn' Santini, a salesperson 
/with° RE/MAX Encore in 
Wilmington has been elected 
,a director of the Greater 
, Boston Association of REAL- 
' TORS® (GBAR) for 2018. 

' As’a GBAR director, San- 
' tini’ will serve as an elected 
‘representative of the associ- 
:ation’s general membership 
‘in governing the associa- 
ition’s policies, programs 
“and business activities. She 
will act as an association 
ambassador promoting 
REALTOR® initiatives and 
communicating directly 
‘with members on behalf of 
‘GBAR leadership. 

- This will include appear- 
vances at office meetings of 
local. real estate firms and 
jother industry forums to 
educate agents and brokers 
fon,eGBAR programs and 
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A SANTINI 


benefits, assess membership 
sentiment and convey con- 
cerns to association leader- 
ship, and inform local 
REALTORS® about industry 
trends, public policy issues, 


Four petition articles 
should be deemed illegal 


Dear editor, 

> On Feb. 5, at the Wilming- 
ton) Board of Selectmen 
meeting, the Town Manager 
Jeff. Hull read into the rec- 
ord the memorandum dated 
Feb! :2, which states 2018 
annual Town Meeting War- 
rant articles by Petition. 
Hull ,started to read the 
eight. warrant articles and 
as che read the first four, I 
recognized that they were 
all'in legal form listing the 
petitioners name Adam J. 
Silva, Julianne Hooper, Mi- 
chael' J. Newhouse and Mi- 
chael J. Newhouse again. 
: All four petition articles 
are iin legal form. All four 
started off stating annual 
Town Meeting. As the Town 
Manager read the articles, 
the petitioners names are as 
follows: Sandra LaLiberte, 
Lyndsey Riley, Jacqueline 
Welch, and Welch again. 
(Jacqueline Welch is Mi- 
chael Welch's wife, as in Mi- 
chael Welch the developer). 

: All four of those articles 
started off by stating "Peti- 
tion Article," then the ver- 
biage, however, they missed 
put on some very important 
words on the top of each of 
the ; pages: annual Town 

eeting. That's right — 
NONE OF THEM stated an- 
nual Town Meeting. Many of 
you well remember the fias- 
eo I and the group Concern- 
éd Citizens of Wilmington 
went through just this past 
December when I petitioned 
for a Special Town Meeting 
where the Town Clerk gave 
me the paperwork for my 
article and the header of 
eaelf signature page were the 
words ; annual. Town Meeting. 

“The group and i weit out 
and collected 649 signatures 


whereas we only needed 200. , 


Just-a few hours after turn- 
ing in the papers, I got a 


* 


phone call from the Town 
Manager telling me that he 
had talked to the town coun- 
sel, John Foskett and stated 
to me that my article was 
illegal because I was lacking 
ONE word: It should have 
said SPECIAL Town Meet- 
ing, not annual Town Meet- 
ing. So Foskett deemed it ille- 
gal. This was not my fault. So 
what did we do? We did it 
again and collected even 
more signatures, 668 to be 
exact, because ONE WORD 
was missing. We know the 
history of that Town Meeting 
— we won. 

So there is no difference 
here. In all of those four arti- 
cles, it does not indicate 
what the people were sign- 
ing. So town counsel has to 
apply the same rule of law 
as he did to me. They are 
illegal. There should be no 
different opinion from my 
article deemed illegal to 
these four present articles. 

Here is the best part: when 
I saw the articles as written 
on Feb. 5, as the Town Mana- 
ger was reading them, I kept 
my big mouth shut knowing 
that the deadline to submit 
warrant articles by petition- 
ers was Feb. 2. However, at 
the next Wilmington Board 
of Selectmen meeting of Feb. 
26, Hull read the same exact 
articles again. Once again, I 
kept my big mouth shut and 
let the town manager do his 
thing and said nothing. No 
one caught the mistake. The 
selectmen could, if they 
wanted to, accept those peti- 
tion articles if they chose to 
after the Feb. 2 deadline. So 
that was the last bite of the 
apple:on Feb, 26. 

On Wednesday, Feb. 28, I 
spoke with Hull and con- 
firmed with him my findings 
and he agreed that the time 
had, indeed, expired for peti- 
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and the organizational activ- 
ities of the association that 
are relevant to members’ 
business. 

In this elected position, 
Santini also will serve as an 
association spokesperson 
and serve as a liaison be- 
tween GBAR and state legis- 
lators through participation 
in “Calls-for-Action” on leg- 
islative and regulatory is- 
sues important to the real 
estate industry. 

A REALTOR® since 2006, 
Santini currently serves on 
the GBAR Charitable Grants 
Task Force, GBAR Forms 
Committee, GBAR Rental 
Issues Committee and 
GBAR Education Commit- 
tee. Santini also serves as 
Alternate Director of Mas- 
sachusetts Association of 
Realtors®. 

She has earned her Cer- 


Letter to the editor 


tion articles to be submitted. 
I told the manager that the 
four articles were all illegal, 
especially the one located on 
Andover Street — you gues- 
sed it — the Scirappa Farm 
article submitted by Jacque- 
line Welch. 

If passed at Town Meeting, 
it would produce over 700 
condos off Andover Street in 
Wilmington. I told the man- 
ager that as selectman, I was 
instructing him to investigate 
this matter and give it to the 
town counsel. I told him that 
I think nobody knows more 
than I do in regards to the 
omission of one word on a 
petition article. 

In this case, there were no 
words at all to state on any 
of the signature pages to 
indicate what the people 
were actually signing. There 
should be no way that Town 
Counsel can let this slide. He 
has no choice, like he did in 
my article, to deem these 
illegal. That means all four 
of those articles must do it 
again, like myself and the 
Concerned Citizens of Wil- 
mington and they have two 
options: wait till next year's 
annual Town Meeting OR do 
what I did: get the correct 
verbiage and go back out 
there and collect 200 signa- 
tures for a Special Town 
Meeting. 

One more thing — those 
same four articles put toge- 
ther that are all illegal, it 
looks like the same font and 
format was used in all four 
articles, on all the signature 
pages, and they all head off 
with the words "Petition Ar- 
ticle." Hmmm.... very suspi- 
cious. I'm just one humble sel- 
ectman calling it the way it is. 


Sincerely, 
Michael V. McCoy 
Wilmington Selectman 


tified Residential Specialist 
(CRS), Certified Buyer Rep- 
resentative (CBR), Gradu- 
ate, Realtors® Institute 
(GRI), Seniors Real Estate 
Specialist (CRES) and Mili- 
tary Relocation Profession- 
als (MRP) professional des- 
ignations. 

The Greater Boston Asso- 
ciation of Realtors® is one of 
five real estate specialty 
divisions of the Greater 
Boston Real Estate Board. 
The GBAR membership cur- 
rently totals nearly 10,000 
residential real estate 
agents, brokers and industry 
affiliates working in over 950 
offices throughout Metro- 
politan Boston and Eastern 
Massachusetts. 

A local chapter of the 
Massachusetts and National 
Associations of Realtors®, 
GBAR is the largest local 
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668 Main St, Wilmington 


HairDesignsF or You.com/weddings 


Hair Designs opened its doors over 20 
years ago. Our extensively trained team de- 
livers cutting edge styling and a relaxing at- 
mosphere. Our salon has quickly developed 
a diverse clientele, and we are committed to 
providing each guest with an enjoyable ex- 
perience. As a team, we strive to be the best 
through a continuous process of education. 
We have been awarded #1 Hair Salon in 
Wilmington by Readers Choice Awards for 
the past eight years. 

We specialize in updo's for weddings, spe- 
cial events and proms. The season is ap- 
proaching, and we encourage you to book 
your trial updo's for your proms and wed- 
ding events with us as soon as possible. Our 
team of certified color experts are here to 
help you look and feel your best on your big 


Read Across 
America 


Winchester Lt. Thomas Groux reads to 
Mrs. McGrath's third grade at the North 
Street School during Read Across 
America last week. Special guest readers 
visited the school as a special treat for 
the students. Guests included Assistant 
Tewksbury Children's Librarian Heather 
Magazini, Fire Chief Mike Hazel, 
Selectman Mark Kratman, North Street 
Principal Karen Cronin, Assistant 
Superintendent Brenda Regan, TMHS 
Principal Kristen Vogel, School 
Committee members Keith Sullivan and 
Dennis Francis, Ryan School Principal 
Judi McInnes, Aide to Representative 
Jim Miceli David Robertson North Street» 
Custodian Corinne Rooney, Retired 
teacher MaryLou Adams and Wynn 
Middle School Principal John Weir. 


(Courtesy photo) 


TEWKSBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


TMHS BUILDING 
CUSTODIAN OPENINGS | 


EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY 


Letters of application and resumes, will be received at 
the Office of the Human Resources Administrator, Center 
School, 139 Pleasant Street, Tewksbury, Massachusetts until 


positions are filled for the following full-time positions: 


3 Building Custodians 


Tewksbury Memorial High School 


3:00p.m. - 12:00a.m. 


Salary, $34,260 -$42,416, and benefits as outlined in Contract between 
the Tewksbury School Committee and the Custodial Union. 


Job Description available by contacting 


978-640-7800 ext 222. 


The Tewksbury Public School System is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
Reasonable accommodations will be made for individuals with disabilities. 


oe’ Chamber Corner 


Wilmington/Tewksbury Chamber of Commerce 
226 Lowell St., Suite B4A 
Wilmington, MA 01887 www.WilmingtonTewksburyChamber.org 


978-657-7211 


SP ES GS Ma 


HAIR 
DESIGNS 


CAS ea 


(978) 658-4225 


facebook.com/hairdesignswilmington 


day. Leading up to the event, we also offer’ 
conditioning treatments and facial waxing: 


The stylists at our salon can accommodate 
any size bridal party; in salon or traveling 
to your location. We travel anywhere in 
Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire and 
Rhode Island. 

For men, it's their special day too, and 
they deserve nothing less than first class 
hair. We offer men's color and a polished 
haircut. 

If you are in need of help finding a photog- 
rapher or makeup artist, we can help you 
with your search to the right team of profee- 
sionals for your big day! 


Located in front of Yentile Farms Recre- } 
ation Field and beside WOW Nails at 668 


Main St in Wilmington 


This member profile is provided by the Wilmington/Tewksbury Chamber of Commerce. 
To have your business highlighted here contact Executive Director Nancy Vallee at 978-657-7211. 


Upcoming Chamber of Commerce Events: 


Multi-Chamber 
Regional Networking Event 


Date: Thursday, March 8 
Time: 4:30 pm — Free Seminar; 

5:30 pm — 7:30 pm Networking 
Place: Hilton Boston Woburn, Woburn 
Cost: | Members/$10, Guests/$20 


57th Annual Meeting / 
Business After-Hours 


Date: Thursday, March 22 
Time: 5:30 pm— 7:30 pm 
Place: Windsor Place of Wilmington 


Business Bootcamp 


- Chamber 101 

Date: Thursday, March 29 

Time: Noon— 1:30 pm 

Place: Chamber Office, 226 Lowell St, Wilmington |, 
Chamber GOLF Classic 

Date: Monday, April 30 


Time: 7 am Registration/Breakfast, 
8 am Shotgun Start 

Place: Tewksbury Country Club 
Register/Sponsor at 


www.wilmingtontewksburychamber.org 


. Please contact the Chamber for additional event details. 
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Wilmington Sons of Italy 

13th Annual Breakfast 

with the Easter Bunny 

Sunday, March 25, 2018 

Knights of Columbus Hall 

Two seatings are available: 
8:30 a.m.-10:00 a.m. and 
+10:30a.m.-12:00 p.m. The do- 
tnation is $8.00 per person. 
{Children 3 and under eat free. 
The menu includes scram- 
ibled .eggs, waffles, hash 
brown. patties, bacon, sau- 
sage, cereal, juice, milk, and 
coffee. All Proceeds will ben- 
efit the Wilmington Sons of 
Italy Charities. For tickets, 
contact Tara at 978-758-0405. 
} Tickets must be purchased on 
tor before March 17. Tickets 
: will not be sold at the door. 
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Wilmington Sons of Italy 
presents a Motown 
PN Dance Party 
Saturday, April 28 from 
_7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m. 
| YEW Hall, 87 Vernon Street 
| imTewksbury 
: Phe Wilmington Sons of 
‘ Italy: is presenting a Motown 
|Dafiee Party on Saturday, 
| April 28. Tickets cost $15. All 
‘proceeds are to benefit Gifts 
‘of: Love Diaper Drive for 
‘hdmeless shelters and food 
;pantries. Anyone bringing a 
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| SilverTones March Dance 
¢RRiday, March 16 from 7:00 
p.m.-10:00 p.m. 

_ Tewksbury Senior Center, 
| 175 Chandler Street 

| Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 
,with the “wearing of the 
; green” for a chance to win 
iscratch tickets with Sil- 
‘ verTones Big Swing Band on 
| Friday, March 16 from 7:00 
! p.m.-10:00 p.m. at the beauti- 
‘ful Tewksbury Senior Center 
‘with its huge, new dance 
| floor. Waltz with a partner, or 
‘in a line dance to Sweet 
‘Rosie O’Grady, When Irish 
: Eyes are Smiling or Over in 
. Killarney. The 20 piece or- 
chestra features B.B. Brax- 
: ten, female vocalist, and also 
}our own singing drummer, 
; Jim Sutton, and plays fox- 
trot, Latin tunes, jitterbugs 
j}and has even perfected a 
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*TEWKSBURY — 
dnto Action Recovery 
is hosting an upcom- 
ing New England Pa- 
: E¥4riots raffle. 

; +p. Here is the link for 
4 ae ticket sales 
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= -https://www.eventbri 
“S4-te.com/e/new-eng- 
°-} *-Jand-patriots-2018-tail- 
«$+ kait-vip-raffle-into- 
&$¥ action-recovery-inc- 
ef * tickets-41961345514 
eS Several local busi- 
¢- nesses are selling pa- 
“> per tickets as well: 
‘-&* Big Top Party Rental, 
-)\J Callahan’s Pub, 
«“*" Pizza Mia of Tewks- 
‘ 2, bury, and Paddy’s Ale 
"House in Dracut. 

> They are only selling 
*¥ 300 tickets. Drawing is 
€F1 April 5, 2018 at 7 p.m. 
“$= bt TJ Callahan’s Pub. 
<e? They have 75 tickets 
ge Jeft. 
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Wilmington Calendar: 
Sons of Italy's annual Easter Breakfast 


diaper donation will receive a 
door prize entry. Feel free to 
bring in food for your table. 
Contact Alicia at 978-758-0876 
for tickets. 


Alateen 

The first and third Thurs- 
day of each month 

St Williams Church (mid- 
dle brick building), 1351 
Main Street in Tewksbury 

When there is evidence of 
alcoholism or drug use in a 
family, you can see the 
effects on the other family 
members, especially young 
people. Alateen meetings 
provide mutual support for 
young people affected by 
someone else’s drinking and 
drug use. Come speak with 
teens who know exactly how 
you feel. The meetings are 
confidential and a safe place 
to share experiences, 
strength, and hope with each 
other; discuss difficulties; 
learn effective ways to cope 
with problems; encourage 
one another; help each other 
understand the principles of 
the Al-Anon program; and 
learn how to use the Twelve 
Steps and Alateen's Twelve 
Traditions. For more infor- 
mation on the Tewksbury 


Tewksbury Calendar: 


Earth Day cleanup on Saturday, April 21 


new polka for everyone’s 
partner-or-line-dancing or 
listening pleasure. MaryBeth 
Foley-Cummings is their tal- 
ented Director. Bring along 
your favorite beverages and 
munchies. Ice is free and 
cake/tea and coffee are 
served. Admission is $10. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
There is a 50/50 raffle (last 
month’s winner netted $65!), 
as well as door prize of free 
ticket to any future dance. 
Come join the fun, listen 
and/or dance to good, well- 
orchestrated music, and 
meet new friends. The Cen- 
ter is located at 175 Chandler 
Street across from the Little 
League fields and State 
Hospital, just 2 miles from 
the Dascomb Road Exit 42, 
Rt. 93N, corner of East St. in 
Tewksbury. There is plenty 


Tax Columnist 


Most taxpayers can 
claim one personal ex- 
emption for themselves 
and, if married, one for 
their spouse. This helps 
reduce their taxable in- 
come on their 2017 tax re- 
turn. They may also be 
able to claim an exemp- 
tion for each of their de- 
pendents. Each exemption 
normally allows them to 
deduct $4,050 on their 2017 
tax return. While each is 
worth the same amount, 
different rules apply to 
each type. 

Here are five key points 
for taxpayers to keep in 
mind on exemptions and 
dependents when filing 
their 2017 tax return: 

1. Claiming Personal Ex- 
emptions. On a joint re- 
turn, taxpayers can claim 
one exemption for them- 
selves and one for their 
spouse. If a married tax- 
payer files a separate re- 
turn, they can only claim 
an exemption for their 
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send your item to: 
Calendar@YourTownCrier.com 


meeting, call Maria Rug- 
giero at 978-851-7373 X352. 
For more information on 
Alanon/Alateen, call 508-366- 
0556 or visit al-anon.ala- 
teen.org/for-alateen. 


Safety seat installation 

Every Wednesday from 
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Public Safety Building, 1 
Adelaide Street 

The Wilmington Police De- 
partment offers safety seat 
installs at the Wilmington 
Public Safety Building (1 
Adelaide St.) every Wednes- 
day, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. No ap- 
pointment is necessary, but 
calling ahead at 978-658-5071 
is recommended. 


Knights of Columbus 
Cribbage 

Mondays at 7:00 p.m. 

Wilmington Knights of Col- 
umbus 

The Wilmington Knights of 
Columbus will once again be 
hosting weekly cribbage 
matches. Games will be held 
on Monday nights through- 
out the fall, winter and 
spring starting on Monday, 
September 11 at 7:00 p.m. 
The games are held in the 
member's lounge located in 


of free, well-lighted parking 
and the entire building is 
fully handicapped accessible. 


Earth Day Cleanup 
April 21 from 9:00 a.m. - 
2:00 p.m. Help improve 
Tewksbury’s open spaces, 
parks and.trails. Sign up to 
help at https://tinyurl.com/ 
ydgyc69u. 


Alateen 
The first and third Thurs- 
day of each month 
St Williams Church (mid- 
dle brick building), 1351 
Main Street in Tewksbury 
When there is evidence of 
alcoholism or drug use in a 
family, you can see the 
effects on the other family 
members, especially young 
people. Alateen meetings 
provide mutual support for 


Five things to remember 
about exemptions and 
dependents for tax year °17 


spouse if their spouse 
meets all of these require- 
ments. The spouse: 

e Had no gross income. 

e Is not filing a tax re- 
turn. 

e Was not the dependent 
of another taxpayer. 

2.Claiming Exemptions 
for Dependents. A depen- 
dent is either a child or a 
relative who meets a set of 
tests. Taxpayers can nor- 
mally claim an exemption 
for their dependents. Tax- 
payers should remember 
to list a Social Security 
number for each depend- 
ent on their tax return. 

3.Dependents Cannot 
Claim Exemption. If a tax- 
payer claims an exemp- 
tion for their dependent, 
the dependent cannot 
claim a personal exemp- 
tion on their own tax re- 
turn. This is true even if 
the taxpayer does not 
claim’ the dependent’s ex- 
emption on their tax re- 
turn. 

4. Dependents May Have 
to File a Tax Return. This 
depends on certain factors 


the lower level of the build- 
ing and access is through the 
rear door. Admission is $5 
with most of that being 
returned to the first and sec- 
ond place finishers each 
week. This is an adult activ- 
ity open to the readership of 
this newspaper as well as 
brother knights. The games 
are friendly head to head 
competitions and all skill 
levels are welcome. Adult 
beverages are available and 
the club has wide screen TVs 
to keep track of your favorite 
teams. For more informa- 
tion, please call Bob at 978- 
851-4985. 


Wilmington Sons of Italy 
Junior Lodge 

Fourth of July Building 

Children ages 10-18 are eli- 
gible to join the Sons of Italy 
Junior Lodge, a local charita- 
ble organization. Applicants 
do not need to be Italian. 
Members of the lodge partic- 
ipate in numerous fundrais- 
ers and other events. The 
Junior Lodge has frequent 
community service events 
and several leadership posi- 
tions available each year. 
Dues are $10 per person for 
the year. 


young people affected by 
someone else’s drinking and 
drug use. Come speak ‘with 
teens who know exactly how 
you feel. The meetings are 
confidential and a safe place 
to share experiences, 
strength, and hope with 
each other; discuss difficul- 
ties; learn effective ways to 
cope with problems; encour- 
age one another; help each 
other understand the princi- 
ples of the Al-Anon pro- 
gram; and learn how to use 
the Twelve Steps and 
Alateen's Twelve Traditions. 
For more information on the 
Tewksbury meeting, call 
Maria Ruggiero at 978-851- 
7373 X352. For more infor- 
mation on Alanon/Alateen, 
call 508-366-0556 or visit al- 
anon.alateen.org/for-ala- 
teen. 


like total income, whether 
they are married, and if 
they owe certain taxes. 

5. Exemption Phase-Out. 
Taxpayers earning above 
certain amounts will lose 
part or all the $4,050 ex- 
emption. These amounts 
differ based on the tax- 
payer’s filing status. 

The IRS urges taxpayers 
to file electronically. The 
software will walk taxpay- 
ers through the steps of 
completing their return, 
making sure all the neces- 
sary information is includ- 
ed about dependents. E- 
file options include free 
Volunteer Assistance, IRS 
Free File, commercial 
software and professiona] 
assistance. 

Taxpayers can get ques- 
tions about. claiming de- 
pendents answered by us- 
ing the Interactive Tax 
Assistant tool on IRS.gov. 
The ITA called Whom 
May I Claim as a Depen- 
dent will help taxpayers 
determine if they can 
claim someone on their 
return. 
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HOW TO PLAY: 
Each row, column 
and set of 3-by-3 
boxes. must con- 


tain the numbers 1 
through 9 without 
repetition. 


ACROSS 


43 Sightseeing 
aid 
1 Fountain treat 44 Valley 
46 Throat 
clearers 
48 Evening gala 
50 Sweater letter 
51 Cronyn of 
“Cocoon” 
52 Runwa 
57 Valhalla 


iller 
12 Mock butter 


14 Erelong 
15 Passe 
17 Command 
honcho 
58 Unhatched 
fish 
19 Enigmatic one 59 Klutz’s cry 
21 High-IQ group 
24 Brenda 
and Bruce 
25 Rocky 
Mountain 
tribe 
26 Goes to pot 
30 Gator kin 
32 Journal 
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60 Lightbulb 
measure 
61 Kind of tent 
62 Ducks’ haunt 
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16 Dryer batch: © 
20 Tire layer 
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56 Third degree? 
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Realtor scholarships 
for high school 
students =. 


WILMINGTON — In 
2011, GBREB created a 
scholarship program to 
provide financial assis- 
tance to high school sen- 
iors with exceptional aca- 
demic ability in the Grea- 
ter Boston area that are 
pursuing their dream of 
receiving a college educa- 
tion. The scholarships 
range from $500 - $5,000, 
guaranteed for two years. 

Children and grandchil- 
dren of GBREB members 
are eligible to receive this 
scholarship. The deadline 
to apply is April 1. 

Additionally, later. this 
spring, GBAR will award 
grants of up to $2,500 
through the GBREB 
Foundation to approxi- 
mately one dozen local 
non-profit organizations 


which provide shelter, food’ 
and clothing, mortgage 
and/or rental assistancé, ” 
home buyer counseling or. _ 
other similar support to — 
individuals and house-- 
holds. The deadline to ap- 
ply for those grants is 
March 9. 

They are also accept- 
ing applications for NAR 
Placemaking grants, 
which provide funding for 
small community beauti- 
fication projects, park 
improvements and other 
enhancements to public 
spaces. These applica- 
tions will be accepted 
through April 15. 

For more information . 
our charitable giving - 
page or contact Kevin . 
Butler at kbutler@gbreb. | 
com. 
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Metro North Regional 
Housing Services office hours 


WILMINGTON — The 
Metro North Regional Hou- 
sing Services Office Hou- 
sing Coordinator, Laurie 
Stanton, will be holding 
office hours to assist resi- 
dents with their affordable 

_ housing questions. Laurie 
‘will be available in the 
‘ Small Conference Room at 
‘ Wilmington Town Hall, 121 
Glen Road, on two dates in 
March: 
_e Thursday, March 8 
from 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
+e Thursday, March 22 


WIND 


from 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. 

The Metro North Region- 
al Housing Services Office 
helps people find afford- 
able housing in Reading, 
North Reading, Wilming- . 
ton, and Saugus. 

If you are unable to at- 
tend office hours on either 
of these dates, future dates 
will be announced. Laurie 
can also be reached at her 
Reading Office at 781-942- 
6667 during normal busi- 
ness hours. 


presents 


‘Differentiate Yourself’ 


‘ WILMINGTON — WIND 
North Networking: "Differ- 
entiate Yourself" on Wed- 
nesday, March 14 at 9:15 
a.m. at the Wilmington 
United Methodist Church, 
87 Church St., Wilmington. 
' Mark Altman, founder of 
MindsetGo, which coaches 
people to be more confident 
and effective communica- 
tors, will present a workshop 
on "Differentiate Yourself.” 

Participants will enhance 
their abilities to articulate 


their most valuable selling 
points, communicate with 
purpose and build their per- 
sonal brand. 

Prior to founding Mind- 
setGo, Altman founded and 
transformed Mark Altman 
& Associates, which was 
recognized by Inc. Maga- 
zine as one of the fastest- 


growing privately held com- — 


panies in 2010 and 2011. 

Cost is $10 for active WIND 
members, $20 for new mem- 
bers. 
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Lee wins logo contest 


The Wilmington Substance Abuse Coalition (WSAC) put out a contest through the Graphic Art’s program at the 
Wilmington High School under Jennifer Fidler, Graphics Art Teacher. This contest utilized student skills to create a 
logo for the Coalition to use moving forward in marketing and publication materials. With over 50 submissions to 
the contest, this opened dialogue within the high school around substance use, prevention, and education. Of six 
finalists selected, the Town of Wilmington cast their votes and selected sophomore Andy Lee’s logo as the winner. 
The Coalition thanks all participants who put time and effort into their entry and the continued partnership 
between the Wilmington school system and the Coalition. Pictured are (l-r): Jennifer Fidler (WHS Graphic Arts 
Teacher), Shelly Newhouse (Board of Health Director, WSAC Member), Andy Lee (WHS Student), Samantha Reif 


(WPD Health & Re- 
covery Coordinator, 
WSAC Member), Linda 
Peters (WHS Principle), 
and Doreen Crowe (Di- 
rector of Nursing Ser- 
vices, WSAC Member). 


(Courtesy photo) 


Wilmington Substance 
Abuse Coalition 


Prevention, Education, Support 


Wilmington learning from Arlington’s example 


1LLNESS FROM PAGE 1 


‘cused response to those af- 
‘fected by mental illness, train 
‘officers in mental health first 
‘aid, and participate in crisis 
‘intervention training. 

' Sheehan described that in 
‘the past year, they’ve so far 
‘completed a quarter of the 


crisis intervention training, 
two thirds of the mental 
health for first responders 
training, and partnered with 
a Lowell crisis center and 
Lahey Health. 

He also believes that 
they’ve been developing a 
top-notch strategy for mental 
illness, completing the pro- 
cess: from proactive services 
through to continued follow- 
ups for each family. 

“All of our officers have the 
skills to deescalate, to recog- 
nize the presence of a men- 
tal health issue, and to refer 
the family to services and 
treatment.” 

Besides an_ all-inclusive 
strategy in the field, they’re 
holding education services 
for students and for families 
like their weekly “Learn to 
Cope” sessions and other in- 
terspersed community lear- 
ning. They operate with the 
belief that substance abuse 
disorder is connected to 
mental health, so it isn’t fair 
to care for one and not the 
other. 

Determined to give each 
person involved in a mental 
health disorder case the ap- 
propriate care, they’ve de 
veloped a mental health and 
substance abuse team to meet 
the needs they’re seeing. The 
team is made up of TPD’s 
community service officer 
Jennie Welch, prevention spe- 
cialist Maria Ruggerio, fami- 
ly .service officer Kimberly 
Riccardi-O Keefe, and the 
newly added mental health 
clinician. It was a jail diver- 
sion program that brought a 
grant from the Department of 
Mental Health for a full time 
clinician, who works 16 hours 
a week in Tewksbury and 
splits the rest of their time 
between Billerica, Dracut, 
and ‘Chelmsford. 

Sheehan explains how they 
discuss treatment together 
and continue to make sure 


that the ill are placed in 
treatment and the families 
are able to learn to cope. He 
assured residents that the 
team and the department as 
a whole are improving day 
by day. 

Wilmington PD’s Saman- 
tha Reif would echo the 
importance of collaboration 
for the best care for those 
suffering from mental health 
issues, particularly through 
a multi-disciplinary team. 

“The idea behind it is in- 
corporating different skill 
sets... and bringing all of the 
providers into the conversa- 
tion in order to fill the needs 
of each child,” Reif ex- 
plained. “[They’re] critical 
in looking at the bigger pic- 
ture... to dig deeper to see 
what’s going on.” 

In Wilmington, this kind of 
team looks like a school ad- 
justment counselor, guid- 
ance counselor, and other 
staff coming alongside the 
resource officers to go that 
extra step for students’ care. 

Shawsheen Tech senior and 
Tewksbury resident Alex 
Benning shared that while 
he himself doesn’t ineract 
with them, he wouldn’t be 
afraid to reach out to the 
resource officers at school. 

“If it came down to it I 
probably would,” he said. “I 
wouldn’t want to lose anyone 
I’m close with.” 

He wants to see his police 
department addressing men- 
tal health issues more. 

Wilmington sophomore and 
Students Against Destruc- 
tive Decisions member Jo- 
anne Arulraj mentioned the 
presence of a Wilmington 
police officer at school to 
help with mental health and 
drug issues. 

“If the police are involved 
with [meeting our] physical 
needs, they should be in- 
volved with mental and emo- 
tional needs,” she said. 

Something she appreciates 
about S.A.D.D. is that she 
and her peers are able to do 
something to address the 
issues that they’re seeing 
around them instead of just 
complaining about them. 
She’d like to see officers rec- 
ognizing the struggling stu- 
dents around her as well. 


- LEGAL NOTICE - 
AUCTION INFORMATION 
WILMINGTON, MA 


Notice is hereby given that the undersigned 
will sell at Public Auction on: 


| — MARCH 15, 2018 - 1:00 PM 


‘at BURLINGTON SELF STORAGE 


114 WEST STREET 
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e SAMANTHA BROWN - EVERETT, MA 
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Besides this multi-discipli- 
nary team and their own 
participation in critical in- 
tensive training, Wilmington 
has several resources for 
their police-mental health 
collaboration. There’s firstly 
the Substance Abuse Coa- 
lition where they write a 
regular newsletter of mental 
health information. 

Reif is also working with 
the ROOTS Coalition, which 
stands for “raising our own 
to be strong”, which was co- 
founded by Kim Mydych and 
Jen Mason, to provide men- 
tal health education around 


substance abuse. 

As part of Wilmington’s 
commitment to bring more 
community-based programs 
comes a behavioral health 
fair for parents of school- 
aged children. 

“That has a lot of resources 
around behavioral health... 
where to learn, what symp- 
toms to pick up on,” she con- 
tinued. 

This program will be held 
on May 15. Reif is itching to 
get even more opportunities 
on the calendar and to find 
more ways to fill in mental 
health education gaps. 
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Town manager appoints 


new deputy fire chief 


CAVANAUGH FROM PAGE 1 


He had been responsible for 
inspections of nursing homes, 
schools, group homes and 
medical facilities, as well. 

Prior to joining the fire de- 
partment, Cavanaugh servy- 
ed in the US Navy for four 
years. He was honorably dis- 
charged. 

Two years ago, the deputy 
fire chief, working with 
Elderly Services Director 
Terri Marciello, obtained a 


grant from the National Fire 
Prevention Association enti- 
tled “Remembering When.” 
The grant allowed both 
Cavanaugh and Maricello to 
complete a training program 
to instruct elders on fire and 
fall prevention. 

The two were able to 
instruct 32 seniors over a six 
month period on ways to be 
safe in their homes. 

This appointment comes on 
the heels of the appointment 
of Joseph McMahon to fire 


chief. McMahon replaced 
long-time chief Rick McClel- 
lan who retired earlier this 
year. 

Hull noted at the meeting 
that “(Cavanaugh) will be a 
great compliment and re- 
source” to the current fire 
chief. 

The rest of the selectmen 
all praised the appointment 
including chair Michael 
Champoux who noted that 
“good things happen to good 
people.” 


Wilmington reviews safety measures 
following Parkland shooting 


SECURITY FROM PAGE 1 


ton High School has 12 exteri- 
or cameras and 48 interior 
cameras. Wilmington Middle 
School has cameras outside 
of restrooms and around the 
four perimeter staircases. 

¢ Wilmington Middle School 
and Wilmington High School 
use a Raptor system. This 
system requires that visitors 
put their ID in a machine, 
which links up with a variety 
of databases. If there are no 
issues, the visitor is issued ‘a 
pass; if the individual’s ID 
raises a flag within a data- 
base, the administration and 
police are notified. 

¢ Two-way radios are used 
within and among schools in 
the district. Staff members 
ean use these radios to com- 
municate within school bui- 
dings, across schools within 
close proximity, and with the 
public safety building. 

e The District has worked 
and continues to work close- 
ly with the police and fire 
departments. Wilmington is 
an ALICE district and prac- 
tices drills twice each year. 
Ongoing training for this 


program takes place in con- 
junction with the police de- 
partment. 

¢ Each school has a build- 
ing based safety committee. 
There is also an overarching 
district safety committee. 

¢ The district safety com- 
mittee will walk each build- 
ing in the coming weeks to 
ensure that all safety provi- 
sions are being implemented 
properly. 

e There is a School Re- 
source Officer in both Wil- 
mington Middle School and 
Wilmington High School. 

Ruggiero made note of the 
vital role that police and fire 
departments play in main- 
taining safety in the schools. 

“As you’re all aware, the 
police and fire are tremen- 
dous in this community. One 
phone call and they’re there 
in seconds. It’s incredible, the 
relationship we have, from 
the Chief right on down,” he 
said. 

Ruggiero also noted the 
planned National School 
Walk-Out Day, scheduled to 
take place on March 14. He 
stated that the Wilmington 
Public Schools are aware of 


a 


the planned event, and that 
the district is working on a 
plan for the day. He stated 
that the objective is to bring 
awareness to school securi- 
ty, as well as to offer a re- 
membrance of the tragedy 
in Parkland. 

School Committee member 
Peggy Kane noted that she 
would prefer if the plan for 
March 14 kept the middle 
school students separate 
from events taking place at 
the high school. 

“The Middle School, those 
kids are only 11, 12, I’d like 
to keep them out of it if pos- 
sible,” she said. 

Vice Chair Julie Broussard 
also noted the importance of 
maintaining order and or- 
ganization on that day. 

“J just want to make sure 
we have adequate supervi- 
sion of students when they 
leave the building. They’re 
still kids,” she said. 

Ruggiero said that more 
clarity would be available in 
the coming weeks, as it be- 
comes more evident what 
other districts are doing, 
saying, “We’ll come up with 
a plan.” 
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Learning to be good citizens 


Aaron Dancewicz and Jesse Quigley volunteered last Saturday at the Wilmington Food 
Pantry. The scouts from Troop 126 were fulfilling a requirement for their Citizenship 


in the Community merit badge. 


(Courtesy photo) 


Selectmen seeking new counsel 


COUNSEL FROM PAGE 1 


presented with at meeting 
time. This was the RFP 
approved for release in the 
vote. 

The original plan had been 
a 6-month interim period 
between the disbandment 
and the beginning date for 
the new counsel. 

The affirmative vote was 
preceded by a failed motion 
made by Selectman Michael 
McCoy to table the proposal 
until a later meeting, pend- 
ing further interviews with 
candidates for interim coun- 
sel. McCoy and Caira are 
currently serving on the 
negotiation team overseeing 
this process. McCoy argued 
that acceleration of the over- 
all process interfered with 
his and Caira’s ability to 
carry out their responsibili- 
ties in these negotiations. 

“This a complete 180 of 
what we agreed three weeks 
ago, plain and simple,” said 
McCoy. “Why don’t we just 
table this until the next 
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meeting?” 

Chairman Michael Cham- 
poux, on the other hand, sug- 
gested that putting forward 
an RFP and continuing inter- 
im negotiations would not be 
mutually exclusive, and that 
the search for new, perma- 
nent counsel should not be 
slowed by short-term factors. 

“The sooner we get some- 
one identified as our perma- 
nent counsel, the less 
chance there is of having to 
muscle through a transition 
on a brand new _ issue,” 
Champoux said. 

Selectman Ed Loud sug- 
gested that no time should 
be wasted in beginning the 
selection process for new 
counsel. 

“It’s going to take time for 
old counsel to get new coun- 
sel up to speed on current 
cases,” he noted. 

Selectman Greg Bendel 
agreed that continuing with 
negotiations did not preclude 
releasing an RFP. 

“I don’t see why we can’t 
do both,” he said. 


Feel a Little Irish?.,, 
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Caira stated that he would 
prefer if all applicants ap- 
peared before the Board of 
Selectmen, rather than un- 
dergoing a narrowing down 
process through a subcom- 
mittee of department heads. 

“I certainly want to see all 
of the applications that come 
in,” he said. 

He, too, agreed with the 
timetable presented by Hull, 
reiterating his original sug- 
gestion that the goal be for 
new counsel to be in place at 
the beginning of the new fis- 
cal year. 

“T think this timeline is per- 
fect. I think we can get it 
done.” 

Hull stated that he expects 
that current Town Attorney 
John Foskett will serve as 
legal counsel at the board 
meeting on March 20, though 
he has not confirmed.this yet. 
The Town Meeting legal coun- 
sel is currently “up in the air.” 
Champoux has suggested that 
it would be ideal if thessame 
counsel be used for both, with 
Foskett as top choice: 
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WHS Girls Hoop tops Lynn Classical; will take on Wakefield in sectional semifinals 


Wildcats knock down No. | seed 


By JAMIE POTE 
Sports Editor 

* jamiepote@hotmail.com 

LYNN - The cliché that 
‘offense wins you games but 
defense wins you champi- 
onships' usually comes into 
play in the hockey rinks, but 
on basketball court, defense 
is what has put the 
Wilmington High School 
girls' basketball team one 
win away from a sectional 
final, two wins away from an 
Eastern Mass game and 
three wins away from a pos- 
sible state championship 
title. 

On Saturday afternoon, the 
Wildcats were giving up 
some easy baskets early on 
and trailed by five points 
with 4:37 left in the third 
quarter. That's when first- 
year head coach Jessica 
Robinson took a timeout and 
told her players that they 
needed defensive stops and 
reminded them of the simi- 
lar situation they were in 
earlier in the season against 
Wakefield, in which the 'Cats 
overcame a double-digit lead 
while not giving up a single 
point in the fourth quarter. 

From that timeout, the 
'Cats didn't give up a field 
goal over the next 8:49, and 
by ‘that point, Wilmington 
had an eight-point lead 


mm ~ 


before going on to stun and 
pull off a major upset over 
the No. 1 seed. Lynn 
Classical, 64-58, in a Division 
2 North Sectional quarterfi- 
nal game played at Lynn 
Classical High School. 

The win improved 
Wilmington's record to 15-7 
and pushed the team into the 
sectional semi-final which 
was played Wednesday night 
with results not known 
before presstime against the 
same Wakefield team. Lynn 
Classical ended their season 
with a 19-2 overall record. 

“We knew that it needed to 
be a defensive effort because 
(Lynn Classical is) are a 
very strong offensive team. 
The last ten minutes we real- 
ly locked down and we start- 
ed to play the defense that 
got us here,” said 
Wilmington first-year head 
coach Jessica Robinson. 
“When we were down (by six 
points early in the third), 
during a timeout and I said 
to the girls’ do you remem- 
ber against Wakefield we 
were down and we talked 
about getting defensive stops 
and we held them scoreless 
through the fourth quarter?’ 
Well this is the same thing, 
we need defensive stops and 
we needed that defensive 
effort. They dug in and gave 
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me that.” 

A lot of the credit for the 
defensive stops belongs to 
freshman Kylie DuCharme. 
She came off the bench, and 
ended up playing almost the 
entire game. When she got 
into the line-up, she was told 
to guard Classical's best 
player, Paris Wilkey, who 
had scored seven of the 
team's first nine points. 

“Kylie did a hell of a job on 
(Wilkey), who is a phenome- 
nal player,” said Robinson. 
“Our thing all season is our 
defense and we got into 
some foul trouble. That wor- 


ried me because with Dana ; 


(Goulet) and Liz (Gordon) 
they are my _ lockdown 
defenders -but everybody 
else stepped up today. It was 
more points than we were 
used to giving up, but we put 
the ball in the hoop as well.” 

Wilmington was in foul 
trouble most of the night. 
Gordon and Goulet had 
three each in the first half, 
and point guard Bella 
Granara had two. Due to 
those troubles, the 'Cats 
struggled for consistency on 
both ends of the court, trail- 
ing 13-12 after the first and 
29-27 at the break. 

After that timeout was t 
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Wilmington High sophomore guard Jenna Tavanese takes a three-point shot, while senior 
center Caroline Andersen watches from the post during last Wednesday’s state tournament 
win over Saugus played at the Cushing Gymnasium. (photo by JoeBrownphotos.com). 


Caroline Andersen and Kylie DuCharme 


Duo leads the team at 
both ends of the court 


Wilmington High senior goalie Ryan St: Jean, shown here going after a loose puck in the 
win over Winthrop on Friday night, had three strong games inbetween the pipes for the boys 
hockey team during their state tournament run, which ended Tuesday night with a loss to 


Stoneham. 


(photo by JoeBrownphotos.com). 


WHS Boys Hockey team falls in sectional semifinals 


Magical run comes to an end 


By JAMIE POTE 
Sports Editor 
jamiepote@hotmail.com 
LOWELL - About six weeks 
ago, the Wilmington High 
School boys’ hockey team 
suffered its worst lost in 
decades. At the time, the 
thought of making the state 
tournament was not on the 
horizon - it was more about 

salvaging some respect. 

Well over the last six 
weeks, the ‘Cats earned the 
respect from so many teams 
and fans. Wilmington went 
on a terrific run, closing the 
season out winning five in a 
row and seven out of nine 
which pushed the team into 
the.state tournament. There 
the ‘Cats upset Lynnfield 
and Winthrop before falling 
to: league rival Stoneham, 4- 
I,in the Division 2 North 
Sectional semi-finals played 
Tuesday night at the 
Tsongas Center. 

The No. 2 seed Stoneham 
scored on the first shift of 
the: game before No. 14 seed 
Wilmington tied it up late in 
the’ first. The score 
remained the same until the 
Spartans scored with 50 sec- 
onds left in the second. They 
officially put the game away 
in‘the final 90 seconds, scor- 
ing an even strength goal 
and then an empty-netter. 

Wilmington surely had its 
chances with AJ McKearney 
and Jarred Aucoin both hit- 
ting posts, while the ‘Cats 
couldn’t convert on three 
power play chances. 


“There’s a couple of goals 
you would like to have back,” 
said Wildcat head coach 
Steve Scanlon. “Plus, there 
were a lot of posts hit for 
both teams. The one with AJ 
(McKearney) hit the kid, hit 
the post and then the other 
post. Aucoin had another 
one. A break here and there 
and you might get back in it, 
but we gave up goals in 
tough times during the 
game. We gave up one on the 
first shift of the game and 
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then that one with 50 sec- 
onds left in the second peri- 
od.” 

This was the third meeting 
between the two teams with 
the Spartans winning all 
three. This one lifts the team 
to the sectional final to. face 
Boston Latin on Monday 
back at the Tsongas. 

“They have a good team,” 
said Scanlon. “You have to 
tip your cap to them. When a 
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By JAMIE POTE 
Sports Editor 
jamiepote@hotmail.com 
LYNN = On one hand you 
had No. 14, who took over 
the game down low with her 
put backs, rebounds and get- 
ting to the free throw line. 
On the other hand, you had 
No. 23, who was shutting 
down the opposing team's 
best player from scoring on 
shots from outside, inside or 

in the lane. 

No. 14, senior Caroline 
Andersen is a veteran and 
No, 23, Kylie DuCharme is a 
freshman. The two are dif- 
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ferent in ages, play different 
positions, but were both 
huge reasons why the 
Wilmington High School 
girls' basketball team 
knocked off the No. 1 seed 
Lynn Classical, 64-58, in a 
Division 2 North 
Quarterfinal game played 
Saturday afternoon at Lynn 
Classical High School. 
Andersen finished the 
game with 21 points and 11 
rebounds. The 6-foot-2 center 
scored nine of her 21 points 
in the final 3:59 of the third 
quarter as_ part of 
Wilmington's 13-4 run, over- 
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coming a five-point deficit to 
go up by three at the end of 
three quarters and never 
look back. 

“This is incredible,” said 
Andersen, who also had ii 
rebounds. “Coming off last 
year’s season with the first 
round tournament loss ‘to 
Tewksbury, everybody. was 
just so down. But I knew that 
with this season, with Coach 
(Robinson), with Kylie 
(DuCharme) and it’s just 
different energy. We.-knew 
that we were going to come 
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HOME NEWS HERE.COM ~ 


Strong defensive effort 


leads ‘Cats past Saugus ~ 


in tournament opener 


By JAMIE POTE 
Sports Editor 
jamiepote@hotmail.com 

WILMINGTON - Last 
Wednesday night, the 
Wilmington High School 
girls' basketball team made 
history when it became the 
first program to win a state 
tournament game in the new 
Cushing Memorial 
Gymnasium. Though there 
were no dramatics - just a 
stop every five seconds due 
to fouls being called - the 
No. 8 seed Wildcats defeated 
a pesky, athletic No. 9 seed 
Saugus, 53-40, before a large 
home crowd. 

This was the first tourna- 
ment win for the Wildcat 
program since 2013. 

After the win over Saugus, 
Wilmington went on to 
defeat No. 1 seed Lynn 
Classical which pushed the 
team into the sectional semi- 
finals against league rival 
Wakefield. It's also the first 
time since that '13 season 
that the 'Cats have gone thus 
‘far. 

In: the opening win over the 
Sachems, Wilmington led 16- 
11 after the first, 28-18 at the 
break, 46-26 after three and 
were up 53-33 with 2:36 left 
before Saugus closed out the 
game outscoring Wilmington 
7-0. 

“I thought we played well 
throughout the entire game,” 
said head coach Jessica 
Robinson, who picked up her 
first playoff win with the 
program. “It was a hard to 
get.into a flow. There were a 
lot. of stoppages, but we 
came out and I thought we 
played well (from the open- 
ing tip-off). Obviously we 
had some jitters which is 
expected - you are playing in 
a ‘home tournament game, 
it's loud and we're not used 
to'the noise (and the bigger 
crowd). Early on in the first 
(quarter) we took a timeout 


and we just talked about set- 
tling down and the girls did 
just that. We scored some 
points in transition which is 
what we were hoping to do 
after watching Saugus play a 
couple of times.” 

Defensively, like the team 
has for most of the season, 
the 'Cats were very strong 
throughout the game. 
Wilmington didn't give up a 
field goal in the entire sec- 
ond quarter - Saugus scored 
all seven points from the 
charity stripe - and then 
went the first 1:39 of the 
third without giving up one 
until Alessia Salzillo, the 
team's best player, convert- 
ed on a floater in the lane to 
cut Wilmington's lead to a 
dozen. 

“Everything runs through 
(Salzillo),” said Robinson. 
“IT thought Dana (Goulet) 
and Liz (Gordon) who were 
primarily on her, did a great 
job containing her. Most of 
her points came from the 
free throw line - except she 
had a strong third quarter. 
Overall, I thought we had a 
great effort defensively. 
That's been our strength the 
last ten games or so.” 

Salzillo scored another 
field goal with 4:02 left and 
she accounted for both field 
goals in the second and third 
quarters. She added two 
more in the fourth quarter, 
meaning she had all of the 
buckets in the final three 
quarters. 

On the flip side, 
Wilmington had a small 16- 
12 lead early in the first 
quarter before four field 
goals by Morgan Bresnahan 
(2), Dana Goulet and Kylie 
DuCharme - on her 15th 
birthday - pushed the lead to 
double digits at 24-13. 

Gordon scored on back-to- 
back baskets to open the 
third, and that followed with 
five combined inside baskets 
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Wilmington High senior Morgan Bresnahan puts a shot over the hands of a Saugus player 
during last Wednesday’s home tournament game. 


from Caroline Andersen and 
Bresnahan to push the lead 
to 20 after three quarters. 
Right before Andersen's 
final bucket of the third, 
sophomore Janna Tavanese 
scored on a lay-up, using a 
nice body fake move on a 2- 
on-1 break, and then added a 
three-pointer from deep 
beyond the line with 3:22 left 
in the game. 

“Jenna is playing well for 
us. She has been coming off 
the bench for us. She brings 
some tempo. Bella 
(Granara) is our slow it 
down, set things up (point 
guard) and we bring Jenna 
in to bring some tempo and 
she has done a nice job. 
When she's out there moving 
the ball, a lot of things open 
up for our big (players). We 
have size that a lot teams 
can't match,” said Robinson. 

Andersen and Bresnahan 
both finished in double fig- 
ures with 12 and 10, respec- 
tively. Tavanese and Gordon 
had’ seven each and 
DuCharme and Jill Roche 
had six each. During a late 
timeout in the fourth quar- 
ter, the entire Wilmington 
crowd sang Happy Birthday 
to DuCharme. 

In the second half, 
Wilmington did a much bet- 
ter job than they have dur- 
ing the regular season of 
using the clock - especially 
with a lead. 

“T took a timeout to remind 
them to slow things down,” 
said Robinson. “I'm really 
happy with how we are play- 
ing right now. I think we got 
teams worried about us. 
Going in (to the tourna- 
ment), we were an after 
thought but now we're a 
team who if you see us on 
your side of the bracket, you 
may be concerned. They 
should be because . we're 
playing well and we're hun- 
gry.” 


(photo by JoeBrownphotos.com). 


Wilmington High senior Jill Roche takes the ball to the net while trying to avoid two Savigus 


players during last Wednesday’s tournament opener played at the Cushing Gymnasium. 
(photo by JoeBrownphotos.com). 


Wildcats knock down No. 1 seed 


aken with 4:37 left in the 
third, the 'Cats relied on 6- 
foot-2 center Caroline 
Andersen. Wilmington start- 
ed to break Classical's 2-3 
zone defense with long 
stretch passes, before feed- 
ing Andersen inside, who got 
fouled on many occasions. 
She converted 5-of-6 free 
throws, and after connecting 
on two, Classical extended 
the lead back to five with 
three freebies. 

From there it was all 
Wilmington. The 'Cats. pol- 
ished off the final 1:42 of the 
third quarter on a 9-1 run 
behind put backs by 
DuCharme and Andersen on 
put backs, before DuCharme 
drained a three and 
Andersen added another put 
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back with six seconds left 
giving Wilmington a three- 
point lead after three. 

That momentum carried 
into the fourth quarter with 
a 7-0 run. Jenna Tavanese 
played a big role with a 
three-pointer, before a gor- 
geous give-and-go_ with 
Andersen finishing strong. 
Bella Granara closed it out 
with two free throws and 
Wilmington suddenly had a 
ten-point lead. 

Lynn Classical would trim 
the deficit down to eight sev- 
eral times and then six with 
2:13 left but could never get 
back to within one posses- 
sion. Granara would later 
sink a huge three-pointer, 
while Andersen on a put 
back and Dana Goulet on a 


Wilmington High senior Liz Gordon goes after a loose ball during last Wednesday’s Division 
2 North first round tournament game against Saugus. 


lay-up, also came through 
with big buckets. 

“We have size and our 
shooters were knocking 
down shots to stretch their 
zone out,” said Robinson. 
“We talked about you have to 
move the ball quick against 
the zone and the girls went 
out in the second. half and 
did a great job of executing 
everything we talked ‘about 
at halftime.” a 

Andersen led Wilmington 
with 21 points, followed by 
Granara, who had a quiet 
but huge 15 _ points. 
Bresnahan, Gordon “and 
Tavanese had six each: 
Andersen also  had-. il 
rebounds with Bresnahan 
adding 10 and Granara and 
DuCharme with five each. 
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Youth Hockey offering scholarships 


The Wilmington Youth 
Hockey Organization is seek- 
ing applicants for this schol- 
arship valued at $1,000.00. 

Applicants should have 
played in the league at least 
two years and currently 
reside in Wilmington. 

The two available $1,000.00 
scholarships will only be 


awarded to high school sen- 
iors who are continuing their 
education at an accredited 
trade school or college. 
Awards will be made based 
on merit, academics, work 
ethic, and community serv- 
ice. Further information 
about the application, 
required information, refer- 


ences, and essay are avail: 
able online at http://wilm- 
ingtonyouthhockey.org/ — or 
Kathi O’Donoghue at 
wyha.scholarship@wilm: 
ingtonyouthhockey.org, 

Deadline to submit all por- 
tions of this application 
process is March 18, 2018 at 
5:00 P.M. 
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in tere and play our best 
basketball that we have all 
season and we definitely 
did.” 

Wilmington got off to a 
slow.start - mainly with foul 
trouble on three of its play- 
efs: =< 
- £Wé-play up to our compe- 
tition;” said Andersen. 


201 2 Chaveelst Sonic LT Siege 
J SHP591 12, Black, 42K miles 


. “2010 Nissan Xterra 
f.« H1721112, Black 


2012 Honda Civic EX Sedan 
grhiP5916, Black, 88K miles 


£92011 Honda Accord EX-L V-6 Coupe 


p HPS918XX, Polished Metal, 75K miles 


| 2012 Honda CRV EX 4WD 
§ 180564, Polished Metal, 89K miles 


| 2012 Honda CRV EX 4WD 
H180500, Blue, 82K miles 


| 2013 Honda Civic LX Coupe 
I) HP5940, Blue, 13K miles 


| 2012 Honda Accord EX-L V-6 Sedan 


f HP58061, Polished Metal, 53K miles 


| 2012 Honda CRV EX-L Nav. 4WD 


B HPS920Xx, Urban 


"201: 5 Honda Civie LX Sedan 
HP5905, White, 23K miles 


2016 Honda Fit LX Hatchback 
§ “H180574, Silver, 32K miles 


20 13 Honda Accord EX Sedan 
HP58981, White, 43K miles 


“9016 Honda Fit LX Hatchback 
180574, Silver, 32K miles 


2011 Chevrolet Equinox LTZ 
£8 g0577, Black, 48K miles 


201 5 Honda Civic LX Sedan 
HP5904, Red, 23K miles 


2015 Honda Civic LX Sedan 
HP5903, Black, 23K miles 


*2014 Subaru Outback Premium 


«H180538A, Gray, 79K miles 


“2016 Honda Fit LX Hatchback 
“HP5924, White, 13K miles 


~2015 Honda Civic LX Sedan 
“HPS953, Blue, 13K miles 


“4013 Honda Accord EX-L Sedan 


“Hi Woe, Black, 38K miles 


“2015 Honda Accord LX Sedan 
=HP5899, Silver, 25K miles 


“2015 Honda Accord LX Sedan 
eHP5914, Blue, 14K miles 


2015 Honda Accord LX Sedan 
1HP5913, Black,.10K miles 


5 11’S TIME TO TRADE UP! 


“Obviously Lynn Classical is 
a very good team and we 
just all rose to the competi- 
tion. I know, as a senior, I 
did not want this to be my 
last game. No one else want- 
ed it to be their last game. I 
know Kylie DuCharme did- 
n't either and to go this far 
as a freshman is just unbe- 


3408 
$10,998 
$10,998 
+1698 
$19,298 
+19498 
$13,998 
13998 
$19,998 
14,498 
$14,998 
$14,998 
14998 
$14,998 
$14,998 
14998 
+15,498 
$15,498 
$15,898 
$16,698 
$16,998 
$16,998 
$16,998 


2015 Honda Accord LX Sedan 
HP5943, Silver, 10K miles 


2014 Honda CRV LX 4WD 
HP5928, Modern Steel, 41K miles 


2015 Buick Encore Premium SUV 
HP5923XX, Cocoa, 46K miles 


eT TOP DOLLAR 
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lievable.” 

DuCharme didn't start the 
game, but may as well have. 
She played almost the entire 
game and finished with five 
points, all in the second half, 
as well as five rebounds. She 
scored all five points in the 
1:17 stretch, converting on a 
put back and then draining a 


1769 


17998 


17998 
: We Are Looking For All 
raRvOURVENE WAKES & MODELS 


three-pointer with 25 sec- 
onds left which actually 
gave Wilmington the lead for 
good. 

But it wasn't those two 
buckets which made her one 
of the two bigger stars of the 
game. It was on the other 
side on defense as she did a 
great job of shutting down 
Classical's best player Paris 
Wilkey, who started off hot 
with six of the team's first 
seven points and 13 points 
through the halftime break. 

With DuCharme guarding 
her, Wilkey then only made 
one field goal in the third 
quarter and just two more in 
the fourth. 

“She's really good because 
she can shoot from deep and 


she can also attack the bas- 
ket so I kind of had to stay a 
little low on her but also 
high at the same time,” said 
DuCharme. “By the end of 
the game, I started to under- 
stand her and her moves 
more: so it was ‘easier 
towards the end of the 
game.” 

It was also easier with 
Wilmington having a double- 
digit cushion lead instead of 
trailing by a bucket or two. 
The 'Cats didn't give up a 
field goal over a span of 8:49 
between the third and fourth 
quarters and at the same 
time started to put pieces 
together offensively against 
Classical's 2-3 zone defense. 

“Not a lot of teams play 


To the left, freshman Kylie Dacharise dribbles with the ball and above Caroline rAmlegean 
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Duo leads the team at both ends of the court 


zone against us at first 
because they realize that we 
have the height advantage 
and we can dominate them 
down low,” said Andersen. 
“(Lynn Classical) went into 
that 2-3 (zone) and for us it 
was just about the fast, 
quick passes, rotating the 
ball, they jumped at every 
head fake so if we could just 
get them out of position, we 
could make the easy lay-ups 
and the open threes.” 

Wilmington indeed con- 
verted on easy lay-ups and 
eight treys on the night - all 
part of the winning way into 
the sectional semi-final. 

“We just need to keep push- 
ing and working hard,” said 
DuCharme 


takes the ball to the hoop during last Wednesday’s game against Saugus. The duo then 
helped the team knock off Lynn Classical in the following round. 
(photos by JoeBrownphotos.com). 
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RARE! Hard-to-Find 15 Passenger 


#H180540 


2016 Honda Accord LX Sedan 


HP5936, Luna Silver, 15K miles 


2016 Honda Accord Touring V-6 
HP5901, Black, 22K miles 


2015 Honda Accord Sport Sedan 
H180736, White, 9K miles 


NO TRADE.; 
NECESSapy 


£18,498 
118.498 
118,608 


Herb Chambers Honda of Burlington 


#33 Cambridge Street, Route 3A, Burlington, MA 01803 
(888)244-6030 


| HerbChambersHonda.com 


Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30am-9:00pm - Friday & Saturday 8:30am-7:00pm » Sunday 11:00am-5:00pm 


Offers available on in-stock models only. Prices do not include tax. See dealer for details. Offers expire 3.14.18 


2015 Honda Accord w/Hid. Leather 
H1806311, Silver, 12K miles 


2015 Honda Accord EX Sedan 
+ HP5942, Silver, 11K miles 


2013 Honda Accord Touring V6 Sdn. 
HP5930, Black, 34K miles 


2015 Honda Accord Accord EX-L Sdn. 
HP5927, Modern Steel, 38K miles 


| 2015 Honda CRV LX 4WD 
HP5951, Modern Steel, 26K miles 


2015 Honda CRV LX 4WD 
HP5945, White, 24K miles 


2015 Honda CRV LX 4WD 
HP5946, White, 20K miles 


2015 Honda Accord EX-L Sedan 
+ HP5926, Black, 26K miles 


_ 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo 
» HP5938X, Black, 41K miles 


- 2013 Audi A6 2.0 Premium AWD 
H170739, Gray, 51K miles 


2015 Honda CRV LX 4WD 
» HP5937, White, 10K miles 


_ 2015 Honda CRV EX 4WD 
~ HP5934, Black, 36K miles 


2015 Subaru Crosstrec Limited 
HP5910XxX, Silver, 21K miles 


* 2015 Honda CRV EX 4WD 
HP5935, White, 25K miles 


_ 2015 Honda CRV EX 4WD 
| H180506, Black, 12K miles 


2015 Honda CRV EX-L 4WD 
HP5952, Mountain Air, 22K miles 


| 2014 Audi Q5 Premium Plus 
» H171741, Black, 57K miles 


- 2015 Honda CRV EX-L Nav. AWD 
HP5939X, Modern Steel, 20K miles 


_ 2014 Honda Pilot Touring 
H180475, Modern Steel, 50K miles 


2015 Honda Pilot EX-L 
HP5947XX, White, 43K miles 


2015 Acura MDX Technology w/Ent. 
H172113, Black, 32K miles 


2017 Honda CRV Touring 
HP5949X, Modern Steel, 2K miles 


2016 Honda Pilot Elite 
HP5950X, Lunar Silver, 19K miles 


WE GIVE TOP $ FOR TRADE-INS 


18,998 | 
518.998 
19,898 | 
19998 § 
19.998 | 
*20,698 | 
$20,098 | 
$90,898 | 
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$20.998 | 
$20,908 | 
$91,498 | 
$91,908 

$92,498 | 
22.698 | 
$93,498 | 
193998 | 
193.908 

$95,408 | 
+6908 

$6998 | 
$31,998 | 
$31,008 | 
138.908 
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Division 2 North Quarterfinals 


Winthrop gives Nd: ses all kinds of problems 


By JAMIE POTE 
Sports Editor 
jamiepote@hotmail.com 

WOBURN - When it comes 
to being a successful hockey 
team, you need your goal- 
tender to actually win you 
games. Come playoff time, 
that's invaluable, and that's 
just what Ryan St. Jean did 
on Friday night. 

The Wilmington High 
School senior was stellar 
once again inbetween the 
pipes. He stopped 33-of-34 
shots from a very strong 
Winthrop team, while he 
was helped out by junior 
Danny Woods, who led the 
offense with a hat trick, as 
the No. 14 seed Wildcats 
pulled off their second upset 
of the Division 2 North sec- 
tional tournament with a 4-1 
win over No. 6. seed 
Winthrop played before a 
very large crowd at the 
O'Brien Arena. 

Wilmington - which previ- 
ously knocked off No. 3 seed 
Lynnfield in the first round 
- ‘improves to 13-9-0, have 
extended its winning streak 
to six games, while advanc- 
ing to the sectional semi- 
finals to play No. 2 
Stoneham on Tuesday night. 

In this match-up against 
Winthrop, St. Jean was on 
right from the start. He 
stopped: all eight shots he 
saw in the first period and 
then he was very busy in the 
second as the Vikings out- 
shot Wilmington, 16-6, 
before making ten more 
saves in the third. 

“You're happy with the 
result as it's always survive 
and advance, but we didn't 
play well,” said WHS head 
coach Steve Scanlon. “If it 
wasn't for the goaltending, 
we would have been in big 
trouble. They put 30 (plus) 
shots on us and I thought 
the best period we played 
was the third. A couple of 
good performances between 
Danny (Woods) and (St. 
Jean) saved us. They are a 
serappy team and all of that 
and they did some things 
that bothered us, but I did- 
n't think we played well. We 
were fumbling the puck and 
I don't know if it was nerves 
or what, but we never 
seemed to been able to get 
our feet from under us. 
We're happy (to move on).” 
In the game the Wildcats 


Above, Wilmington High junior Ryan Barrett tries to poke the puck away and below senior 
postey team’s win over Winthrop played dined nan at Ephe O’Brien Rink in abaienle 


a: 


were outshot 34-21 and had a 
lot of trouble. containing 
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Winthrop's rugged bluelin- 
er, Henry Brooks, a beauti- 


Wilmington High senior captain AJ McKearney, shown here skating with the puck during 
Friday’s win over Winthrop, had a terrific season both as a defenseman and as the team’s 
(photo by JoeBrownphotos.com). 


leader. 


Senior captain AJ McKearney 


A natural born leader 


By JAMIE POTE 
Sports Editor 
jamiepote@hotmail.com 
WOBURN - Back on 
January 27th, the 
Wilmington High School 
boys' hockey program suf- 
fered its worst lost in 


decades, losing 10-1 to 
Arlington and fall to 4-7 on 
the © season. Certainly 
Wilmington didn't play well, 
but also had several players 
on the bench with various 
injuries. 


Since the demoralizing 


defeat, the 'Cats have gone 
9-2, including two upset state 
tournament victories over 
Lynnfield then Winthrop. 
Certainly there were a lot of 
factors into the turnaround, 
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ful skater who was also 
tough to bring down. 

“He's great and we had a 
lot of trouble with him,” 
said Scanlon. “We talked 
about slowing him down and 
not letting him get a big 
head of steam but he 
seemed to get it everytime. 
We tried to angle him off. 
We weren't putting a body 
on him but a lot of it was 
him. He's a good player. 
Him and number 17 (Sam 
Yarrow). There's not a shot 
that he doesn't like. He fires 
that puck all night long and 
that's why he scores goals 
because he shoots, shoots, 
shoots. They are a good 
scrappy team and we 
thought we could wear them 
down for the third period 
but they kept coming.” 

Wilmington took a 1-0 lead 
scoring a goal with over 
nine minutes remaining in 
the first period. Tom Worob 
gathered a loose puck just 
outside Wilmington's blue 
line. He skated across to the 
other side of the ice, and on 
the right wing side, he took 
a shot which was saved, but 
Woods was there to pounce 
on the loose puck for his 
first of three goals on the 
night. 

St. Jean kept it 1-0 with 
two beauties in the first few 
minutes of the second. He 
made a nice shoulder save 
on Luke Evangelista from 
the slot, and then stopped 
the same player with a big 
save at the right side of the 
net. 

With 4:59 left in the period, 
Wilmington senior defense- 
man Jarred Aucoin was 
called for a five minute 
major penalty for boarding. 
Just 2:02 later, Brooks skat- 
ed end-to-end and unleashed 
a cannon slap shot to the far 
right hand corner to tie the 
game up at 1-1 with the 
power play tally. Then with 
under a minute left, 
Wilmington went ahead 
with what proved to be the 
game winner. Woods was 


able to poke the puck away 
from a defenseman, and 
through the neutral zone, he 
outraced the player to the 
loose puck, entered the 
Winthrop zone and put a 
beautiful move on the 
goalie, pulling the puck 
back before moving to his 
right and going upstairs. 
That goal made it 2-1 with 
28 seconds left in the second 
period. 

“The short-hander goal 
was a killer,” said Scanlon. 
“I thought it was a question- 
able call (on Aucoin). I 
don't think he deserved the 
five minute major on that. I 
would have given him two 
(minutes) tops but the kid 
turned at the last minute 
(before taking the hit). We 
did a good job on the kill 
and (Woods) is dangerous 
on the man down. He scored 
a few like that for us during 
the regular season, but that 
goal was definitely the back 
breaker. We talked about it 
before the start of the third 
period that the next goal is 
a huge goal and we were 
able to get it.” 

Winthrop could have easi- 
ly tied the game back up in 
the early portion of the 
third period but St. Jean 
made two critical saves, the 
first on a big slap on a 2-on- 
1 break, and then a shoulder 
stop on the rebound from 
that initial shot. 

“He missed the month of 
December and then he 
played well and then he got 
in that funk in the middle of 
the season,” said Scanlon. 
“We pulled him out and we 
let (Anthony Cuozzo) play a 
few games and (St. Jean) 
seemed to straighten him- 
self out in practice. He did- 
n't tank it. He helped 
(Cuozzo) and it looked like 
he was being a leader. We 
gave him another shot and 
he has played well since. He 
was an all-star goalie last 
year. I know that he has 
been through a lot but he 
has come up big for us a 
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Nate DiMeco gets ready to take a shot on net during the béys 
(photos by JoeBrownphotos.com). 
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couple of games ina Pow, so 
we'll be riding him the test 
of the way.” 

With 5:08 left in the gamé, 
Woods scored his third goal 
of the game on a wrist shot 
to the top corner. Then with 
28 seconds left, Ryan 
Barrett put the icing on the 
cake with an empty-netter.* 

Before the puck was 
dropped on the ensuing 
face-off, Scanlon lifted: St. 
Jean and inserted senior 
Stephen Bowker to close: out 
the game and get his’ first 
state tournament appear- 
ance under his belt. 

“Stephen has been the con- 
summate teammate,” said 
Scanlon. “He's in a tough 
situation and I think he 
deserves that (playing 
time) as we're closing down 
on the season. He's 
the first one to cones 
the other kids, the kids like 
him a lot and I just have 
been trying to put him in as 
much as I can where 
Anthony (Cuozzo) has 
another year.” 

Bowker didn't face a shot 
but he faced all of his team- 
mates who huddled together 
to celebrate the not-so-pres 
ty victory. 

“Our secret is the lea 
we play in,” said eae? 
“The Middlesex League is a 
grind. We are playing over 
our heads on most of ‘the 
nights. The whole season 
you can really catch up to 
speed when you are playing 
Arlington, Reading, 
Burlington and you aré 
doing everything you cah 
just to stay in games.; Sd 
when we come to the tour- 
nament and we see? Some 
teams that are within our 
speed, we can play: ‘with 
them. We weren't worried 
about the seed. We were just 
trying to get into the tourna- 
ment because we knew: that 
if we did; we could seek 
some noise.” 
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~ Woods ignites offense with a trick (or two, or three) 


_. ,By JAMIE POTE 

+2 r Sports Editor 
jamiepote@hotmail. com 
, WOBURN - Danny Woods 


‘saidca few times during his 


initetview that he was 
‘Egpepehless”, so apparently 
he Jet his stick do all of the 
talking for him. 

~ OnBriday night, the junior 
forward scored a hat trick 
to lead the Wilmington High 
Seliodl Boys' Hockey team 
fo a 4-1 victory over 
Winthrop in the Division 2 
North sectional tournament 
played before a very large 
crowd at the O'Brien Arena. 

He scored a goal in each of 
the three periods. Besides 
the scoring, he also played 
one of his strongest  all- 
around games of the sea- 
son. 

“Dan is quick. He has good 
hands and he has good 
offensive talent,” said head 
coach Steve Scanlon. “He 
ean play on the power play, 
he can kill penalties and he 
takes a regular shift. He is a 
‘good skater. He's pretty dis- 

. He's good at poking 
pucks past kids and going 
on to get them.” 

eyWoods logged a lot of ice 
-time on Friday night and 
turned in great results. He 
(scored his first goal putting 
‘in a rebound off an initial 

Shot « Nd Tommy Worob. 
tie irop tied the game up 

th'a power play goal com- 
in swith 2:47 left in the sec- 
oad.» The Vikings still had 
28 eft on the power play 
and could have easily gone 
ahead and changed the 
entire tone of the game. But 
'Wootls wanted nothing to do 
ath that. 

‘= With under a minute left in 
‘tHe period, Wilmington went 
ahéad with what proved to 
be the game winner. Woods 
was ‘able to poke the puck 
away from a defenseman, 
and through the neutral 
zone, he outraced the player 
to the loose puck, entered 
the Winthrop zone and put a 
beautiful move on _ the 
goalie, pulling the puck 


back before moving to his 


2015 


right and going upstairs. 

“The short-hander goal 
was a killer,” said Scanlon. 
“T thought it was a question- 
able call (on Aucoin). I 
don't think he deserved the 
five minute major on that. I 
would have given him two 
(minutes) tops but the kid 
turned at the last minute 
(before taking the hit). We 
did a good job on the kill 
and (Woods) is dangerous 
on the man down. He scored 
a few like that for us during 
the regular season, but that 
goal was definitely the back 
breaker. 

“We talked about it before 
the start of the third period 
that the next goal is a huge 
goal and we were able to get 
it.” 

Woods did score the 
game's next goal, coming 
on a wrist shot with five 
minutes left in the third, but 
it was that short-handed 
goal - coming within a 
minute left in the period, 
that officially put the dag- 
ger in much deeper. 

“I was skating side-by-side 
with (their defenseman) 
and he went to reach for it 
so I poked it by him to pull 
ahead. The goal made a 
move for the puck, so I just 
pulled it to my backhand 
(and went upstairs),” said 
Woods. 

Woods made it a two-goal 
lead with the third period 
tally before teammate Ryan 
Barrett scored on an empty- 
netter with 28 seconds left 
on the scoreboard once 
again. 

The four goals gave 
Wilmington the win and put 
them into the sectional 
semi-final against 
Stoneham on Tuesday night. 

This means a lot to all of 
us. Playing as a freshman 
we got some playoff experi- 
ence, but this unreal and 
I'm speechless right now,” 
said Woods. “I'm speech- 
less. It's the most unreal 
feeling I have ever had so 
I'm just speechless right 
now.” 


Wilmington High junior forward Danny Woods pushes the puck ahead of a Winthrop ee during Friday night’s win. 


Woods scored the team’s first three goas of the game to lead the offense. 


(photo by JoeBrownphotos.com). 


Wilmington’s wild ride comes to an end in semifinals 
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team beats another team 
three times in a season, 
that’s a difficult thing to do. 
They are a good club.” 

Stoneham scored just 24 
seconds into the game as 
Nick Feliciano put home a 
loose puck in front of the 
net. The game stayed that 
way until less than two min- 
utes left in the first. Junior 
Danny Woods kept up his hot 
scoring streak but shifting 
past two defenders moving 
right to left, before going 
upstairs with a shot which 
landed under the crossbar to 
tie the game up at 1-1. 

The ’Cats played much bet- 
ter in the second period and 
held a 9-8 advantage in 
shots, coming after being 
outshot 15-5 in the first. 

“I thought we did a better 
job of matching the intensity 
with them, but I was_sur- 
prised because I thought the 
game was kind of slow. I 
thought there was a lot of 
nerves,” said Scanlon. 

Wilmington goalie Ryan St. 


Jean (29 saves) also settled 
in nicely, making a number 
of big-time saves to keep it a 
1-1 game. 

“Once he settled in he 
played great,” said Scanlon. 
“He was fighting the puck a 
bit early in the first period 
and really settled in and 
played well in the second 
period. He was an all-star 
goalie for us last year. He 
had some tough patches ear- 
lier this season, but he set- 
tled down good in the tour- 
nament games. We didn’t 
have any doubt of who we 
were going with.” 

Wilmington killed off a 
penalty late in the second 
period and shortly after 
that, Stoneham netted the 
game winner as Bob Delling 
beat a defender on the right 
wall, curled in and slid the 
puck over to Nick Deltrecco, 
who tapped it in. 

Wilmington had a number 
of ‘good bids in the third. 
Besides hitting the post 
twice, Connor Benoit, Dylan 


Bresnahan and Woods twice 
all had solid shots on net, all 
turned away by Peter Barry 
(24 saves). 

“It just seemed like a break 
here or there, and we never 
got going on the power play. 
It was something that didn’t 
work good for us the entire 
year,” said Scanlon. “The 
second period we outshot 
them, we were coming back 
(on defense), but (once you 
are down by a goal) it’s 
tough to play chase in a tour- 
nament game. You are run- 
ning out of time, you are 
down to six minutes (in the 
game), they went into a trap 
and were throwing the puck 
the length of the ice, just try- 
ing to kill time. It was a good 
tactic.” 

Wilmington’s magical ride 
has now come to an end. 

“There was a point where 
we were 4-7 on the season 
and things looked bleak. We 
took some real bad beatings 
against Winchester and 
Arlington and we could have 


AUDI CERTIFIED 
PRE-OWNED SPECIALS 


Audi A3 2.0 


Auto., Monsoon Gray, 34K miles, 
Cold Weather, Driver Assistance 


re} 


Stock# A4840 


¥ 
& 
, 


2014 
Mazda 6 


". $20,998. 


Auto., Meteor Gray Mica, 31K miles, 


: Leather, Roof, Navigation, Camera 


Stock# J057340A 


* $15,998 


Audi Burlington 


62 Cambridge St., Route 3A, Exit 33-off Rt. 128, Burlington, MA 01803 


2013 


Audi S5 


Auto., Ice Silver, 43K miles, 
Navigation, Sports Diff, B&O,19’s 


Stock# J065438A 


29, 998. 


2012 


BMW 328i Convt. 


Auto., Red, 65K miles, 
Navigation, Parking System 


Stock# J050760A 


*15, IIS 


(866) 385-0121 » AudiBurlington.com 


2015 


Audi S4 


Auto., Sepang Blue, 38K miles, Technology 
Package, Sports Diff, B&O 


Stock# AL4756A 


$34,998 


2014 


Acura TL 


Auto., White, 64K miles, 
Tech Package 


packed our bags, but the 
kids came back and had a 
real nice month of February 
and had a real nice run here 
in the tournament. We won 
five straight and nine out of 
eleven (before tonight),” 
said Scanlon. 

Wilmington will lose eleven 
seniors off the team incltid- 
ing goalies St. Jean and 
Stephen Bowker, defense- 
men Jarred Aucoin, Dylan 
Bresnahan, AJ McKearney 
and Tom Robarge as well ds 
forwards Bobby Lord, Nate 
DiMeco, Tom Worob, 
Michael DuCharme and Joe 
Mirabella. 

“The seniors have been ‘a 
great group for us,” said 
Scanlon. “For a couple‘of 
years, they have led the way. 
They did a lot of stuff in the 
off-season which really 
helped out. Tommy (Worob) 
and AJ (McKearney) wére 
great captains. We will miss 
them.” 


2015 


Audi QO7 


Auto., Lava Gray, 48K miles, Premium Plust* ; 
Warm Weather, Cold Weawther, 20’s, Towing’ 


2017 


Jeep Renegade 


Auto., White, Heated Seats, 


| Heated Steering Wheel, Remote Start, Adv. Key 


Stock# JO19477A 


$15,998 


Porsche of Burlington 
“= 62 Cambridge St, Route 3A, Exit 33 off Rt. 128, Burlington, MA 071803 


(866) 385-0121 « porscheofburlington.com 
HOURS: Monday-Thursday 8: 30AM- 9: OOPM > leans & Saturday 8: i haha OCOPM P Sunday AA :00AM- 5:00PM 


. Offers expire 3.14.18 
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The WHS Cheerleading team placed second at the Division 3 North Regional competition this past weekend. The team 
incldues front row from left: Brittany Mallebranche, Captain Ashley Rooney and Captain Samantha Belmonte; second row 
from left: Allie Ford, Alex DiRienzo, Chloe McCauley, Tori Sanborn, Allison Celata and Kaitlyn Howland; and third row from 
left: Michaela O’Brien, Shannon Barrett and Kaitlyn Gillespie. 


(courtesy photo). 


Cheerleaders place second at D3 Regionals 


On Sunday, the Wilmington 
High School cheerleading 
team placed second at the 
Division 3 North Regional 
competition. The runners-up 
spot clinched a spot in the 
MSSAA State Cheerleading 
tournament to be held on 
Sunday at Whitman-Hanson 


Regional High School. 

“The girls hit an energetic 
routine executing their skills 
with great confidence,” said 
head coach _ Christina 
Zuccaro. “We had a few 
minor mistakes, but that 
leaves room for us to 
improve moving into the 


State tournament. Our ath- 
letes have been working 
very hard for the last four 
weeks preparing for winter 
season. 

“After returning from 
Dallas (for the fall season 
nationals), we had to reor- 
ganize the routine and add 


in more difficulty. I am very 
proud of these athletes for 
their accomplishments this 
season. There was a fantas- 
tic Wildeat crowd turnout to 
support the girls.” 


Caperedulations to the savantht @aac Wilmington Girls Travel Basketball team for winning the River Valley T Toutmesttiont 
last weekend. Saturday the Wildcats played in a one and done style tournament ,beating Amesbury, Pentucket and then 
Peabody for the final win. The tournament title was the first win for Wilmington in many years. Two of the players Jessica 
Collins and Kassidy Smith were also named to the All Stars team. The team includes: top row from left: Melanie Mytych, 
Assistant Coach Cathy Cook, Abby Laclair, Jessica Collins, Carolyn Haas-Timm, Coach Tom Derian, Sofia Scalfani and 
Assistant Coach Alexander Derian; Bottom row from left: Regan Noble, Sandra, Bella Romano, Kassidy Smith, Annabelle 


Cook and Ella Cedrone. 


SPORTS CORRESPONDENT WANTED 


Are you interested in 
the goings on in your 
community? 


® 
7 


Have you ever dreamed 
of being a paid writer? 


Want the flexibility of 


working from home and 
making your own hours? 


The Town Crier is looking for new a 
writer to join our dynamic team. 
Ideal candidate will enjoy sports, 
have an ability to meet deadlines, 
and an interest in the community. We 
need a correspondent who can cover 
various sports games in Wilmington 


and Tewksbury. 


The commitment can be as big, or 
as little, as your schedule allows. 


Contact Jamie Pote at 
jamie@yourtowncrier.com 
with at least two writing samples. 


We are always looking for 
high school and college interns. 


The hometown newspaper for Tewksbury and Wilmington since 1955 


(courtesy photo). 


Ninth annual McCarthy 
Memorial 5K, April 8 


Please join us for the Ninth 
Annual Meghan McCarthy 
Road Race. This event is a 
sanctioned and timed 5K 
USATF Certified Course. 
Run or walk a fiat 
Tewksbury course and help 
support brain tumor 
research. 

Meghan lost her life at the 
young age of 17 from an 
inoperable brain tumor. She 
was, an extraordinary young 
woman who taught us all 
about miracles, faith, digni- 
ty and courage. Throughout 
her 2 1/2 year battle, she 
was a true inspiration. 

Please join us on April 8, 
2018 to celebrate Meghan's 
life and support Pediatric 
Brain Tumor Cancer 
Research at the Dana 
Farber Cancer Institute. 
One hundred percent of the 
funds raised go to the 
Meghan McCarthy Research 
Fund. 

Noe can sign up on line by 
seine the Mosher 
McCarthy Road Race. Pre- 
race registration is $30.00 for 
adults and $20.00 for stu- 
dents. Timing done by 


Racewire. 

The first 100 registrants 
will receive a free Long 
Sleeve T-Shirt so sign up 
early. 


Event details and schedule: 

Race starts at 9:00 am 
sharp. Same day registra- 
tion starts at 7:30 am. 
Registration will also be 
held on Saturday (pre-bib 
pickup). The Saturday and 
Sunday registration fee: 
Adults $35 and ages 18 and 
under $20.00. Save money 
by registering on line! 
Pre-bib pick-up: 
Tewksbury Sports Club, 1830 
Main Street Tewksbury, on 
April 7th from 9:00 am-Noon. 

Burnout tanks and tee- 
shirts will be available for 
purchase on Saturday and 
Sunday for $20.00 each. 

There will be a water sta- 
tion at the halfway point. 
Times will be posted in the 
cafeteria....medals will be 
aA Misti nly paris 
ners in each group cross the 
finish mat. All others will 
be handed out at the end of 
the race. 


HOME NEWS HERE:COM 


Pee Wee I's enj oya 
je big comeback victory 


This past Sunday evening 
at the Kasabuski Rink in 
Saugus the Wilmington 
Wildcats PeeWee 1 hockey 
team defeated the 
North.Reading Hornets 5-3 
with a thrilling, come from 
behind, victory! 

North Reading scored first 
just under three minutes 
into the game and added a 
second goal two minutes 
later putting the Cats back 
on their heels. Wilmington 
battled back but were denied 
as the Hornet's goalie made 
several great saves. 

Despite the solid defensive 
work from Matthew 
DiZoglio, Matt Mozuch, 
Jacob Smith and Charlie 
Chirichiello, North Reading 
was able to extend their lead 
to 3-0 with a tipped in shot 
from the point. The Wildcats 
kept playing hard and with a 
little over a minute to go in 
the period, Daniel Lagunilla 
slammed in a rebound from 
Brett Ebert to make it 3-1. 
Ryan Hayden played a 
strong wing on that line as 
well. 

Entering the second period 
being down 3-1 seemed to 
put some wind into the 
Wildeat's sails. Ryan 
Papineau, Jake McLean and 
Tyler Beals attacked offen- 
sively and created several 
good scoring opportunities 
as did the line of Alex Burns, 
Bobby Dodge and Brett 
Gallucci. At the halfway 
point of the period Hayden, 
now on defense, sent a pass 
up to Burns who sped past 
the Hornets defense a ripped 
a nice wrist shot into the net 


McKearney 
is a natural 


high on the glove side to 
make it 3-2. 

North Reading fought' back 
but Wilmington's defénse 
and goaltending coritinued 
to stay strong. Again,-with 
just over a minute to’ go-in 
the period, the Cats scored. 
Ebert stole the puck ‘inthe 
neutral zone and raced in, 
faked their goalie out-of his 
skates, and slid the os 
goal in the net! 

With a 3-3 score entésing 
the final frame of the game 
the resilient Wildcat’ team 
turned up the volume. Big 
defensive plays from «both 
Smith and Mozuch helped 
keep the puck in the attack- 
ing zone. Wilmington contin- 
ued to put pressure onthe 
Hornets and at 7:18, Beals 
broke loose with the puck, 
streaked in and scored’'a 
rocket wrist shot past: ‘N. 
Reading's goalie blocker 
side up high to give the 
Wildcats a 4-3 lead.’ The 
Hornets again tried to fight 
back only to be shut down by 
the collective team effort ‘of 
the PeeWee 1 team. 

Next, with just under two 
and a half minutes remain- 
ing in the game, Beals -"on 
wheels" broke up a play <at 
mid ice carried the puck in 
and blistered an insurance 
goal in up under the cross- 
bar to give the Wildcats a‘5- 
3 lead. North Reading tried 
in vain as Wilmington would 
not budge in the noe min- 
utes. 

The big comeback sichiay 
with five unanswered. goals 
gives Wilmington their: fifh 
straight win. 


born lea der 
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but you start with the No. 1, 
or actually No. 8, senior cap- 
tain AJ McKearney. 

“AJ has been all everything 
for us,” said head coach 
Steve Scanlon. “When things 
were falling a part injury 
wise and we were 4-7, he was 
the one who kept things 
together in the (locker) 
room. He is a real good 
leader. He's quiet. He leads 
by example on the ice but 
when he talks, the kids lis- 
ten. He didn't let the kids get 
down. He kept plugging and 
kept plugging. He was a big 
reason why we turned the 
corner in February, I 
thought.” 

Since that loss to the Spy 
Ponders, not only has 
Wilmington taken off, but so 
has McKearney. You can see 
the drastic change in confi- 
dence just the way he skates. 
He is doing a: much better 
job of defending players 
coming into the 'Cats zone, 
as well as getting the puck of 
the team's own zone. 

“T think he realized the sit- 
uation that we were in and 
he started to take the bull by 
the horns a little bit more 
rushing the puck and that 
helped us a lot getting out of 
own end,” said Scanlon. 
“We're proud of him. He's a 
real good captain.” 

When the Wildcats were 4- 
7, McKearney said that he 
reached out to several for- 
mer players for advice. 

“Brian Cavanaugh, the cap- 
tain from two years ago, I 
learned a lot from him,” said 
McKearney. “He mentored 
me. Brian and Joe Kelly 
from that season taught me 
so much. I'm still in contact 
with those guys. (As the 
team's leader) I try to com- 
mand the defense and the 
ice when I'm out there and 
St. Jean does a lot of that 
too, a lot of talking. In the 
locker room, I try to talk to 
the boys inbetween periods.” 

Inbetween and after the 
game against Arlington had 


there wo 


ended 
talking to do - well actually 
there was since this captain 
wanted much more out of his 
teammates. 

“T sat down with the other 


en't much 


captains, the other seniors 
and my teammates and we 
got the team together. and 
talked about what we needed 
to do (to get back on track),” 
he said. “If you asked me 
after that Arlington game if 
we would be here right ‘now, 
I'd say no but we made.a hell 
of a turnaround and now 
we're onto Stoneham. We're 
more team oriented now.” » 

The team effort has -been 
apparent in these two tour- 
nament games. The players 
are passing the ‘puck, 
defending, —backchecking 
much more than earlier in 
the season, and there's some 
drive, passion and a huge 
sense of keeping the pride 
and tradition of this success- 
ful program going. 

“This is big. It's the play- 
offs so any mistake you 
make and you are done for 
the season,” he said. “It was 
good to get the win and we 
were a bit sloppy, I thought 
personally. We have a very 
good Stoneham team coming 
up next so we have to men- 
tally prepare. We have had a 
lot of practices and have 
done a ton of skating ‘(lead- 
ing up to this point) so ‘it's 
not a= sprint,  it's-a 
marathon.” : 

That marathon reference 
certainly applies to all of the 
players - and especially 
those who have battled 
adversities. McKearney was 
beaming with joy when 
asked about goalie Ryan St. 
Jean, who was spectacular 
on the night making 33 
saves. 

“Ryan has been big for us,” 
said McKearney. He had _a 
little rough start to the sea- 
son but he has bounced 
back. That's his net and-wé 
all know it. He leads’ our 
team and we have instilléd 
that in his head. Without’ him 
playing as well as he’ did 
tonight, I think it would be‘ a 
different outcome. I ‘think 
(with him) it's confidence} 
He's bounced back and ‘he’ S 

just been solid. Without hirn; 
we wouldn't be here.” 

Neither would the team’ be 
without No. 8 - its captain 
and well-respected leader: *’ 
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HOME NEWS HERE.COM 


».By MIKE IPPOLITO 
_ Sports Correspondent 


sports@yourtowncrier.com 
4» PROVIDENCE, RI - This 
_ past, weekend, for the third 
saweek in a row, the 
+Shawsheen Tech Wrestling 
~ team put on an outstanding 
‘performance at a major 
»fournament. After earning 
.a sixth place finish among 
2 43 teams at the Division 1 
,State Tournament three 
weeks ago, and finishing 
, 12th,out of 100 teams at the 
, All-State Tournament two 
_ weeks ago, the Rams capped 
, off their impressive run this 
{ past weekend at the All-New 
»England Tournament in 
Providence, Rhode Island, 
‘with) a 17th place finish in 
, the, 150-team field. 
» -Qyerall, the Rams scored 
31, points over the two day 
, tournament, led by a second 
yplaee finish from junior 
Omar Eldaly of Wilmington 
» at 220 pounds, while fellow 
) juniors Brian Caldwell (132 
pounds) and Vincent Foti 
, (188) also had impressive 
‘showings, with Caldwell 
going 3-2 on the weekend, 
»while Foti was 2-2. 
,i*I-avwas very happy with 
wrestled,” 
coach Mark 
“All three of 


; Shawsheen 
;Donovan said. 


,our“guys made it to the sec- 
ond day, two of them were 
‘one match away from plac- 
»ing, and then Omar finish- 
ning,second. I think we fin- 
ished in fourth place among 
teams from Massachusetts, 


EE 


Sere 


Shawsheen Tech's Susanna G 
ment.win over Latin Academy. 


so we did very well. We had 
set a goal of everybody mak- 
ing it to the second day, and 
we were able to do that.” 

For Eldaly, it was the sec- 
ond runner up finish in a 
row, after he also finished 
second at last week’s All- 
State Meet, falling for the 
second week in row to 
Andrew Marshall of Lincoln- 
Sudbury in the finals. Prior 
to his loss, Eldaly had 
defeated Nick Tibbetts of 
Montville (Connecticut), by 
a score of 5-3, Nolan Potter 
of Wells (Maine) by a score 
of 10-3 and Mattuez Kudra of 
North Attleboro 3-2 in the 
semi-finals. 

Caldwell started his week- 
end with a 7-5 win over 
Vincent Marino of Windham 
(New Hampshire), before 
losing to Roman Meyer of 
Mount Abraham (Vermont) 
6-3 to move into the consola- 
tion bracket. Once there, 
Caldwell advanced by forfeit 
over Cam Nappi of Mount 
Hope, and defeated Noah 
Wilcox of Marlboro by a 
score of 4-3 with a late take- 
down, before finally being 
eliminated by Samson Sirois 
of Skowhegan (Maine). 

“He has come on strong 
towards the end of the sea- 
son,” Donovan said. “He 
had a great tournament. He 
got beat, but he just kept 
working and getting some 
wins the rest of the way. He 
is getting his name out there 
for himself, and it is great to 
know he is coming back. It 


S up to run the play during Saturday’s home tourna- 
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Rams put forth another outstanding 


team performance at New England Meet 


is great to know that all 
three of these guys are com- 
ing back. They are great 
role models for the younger 
kids.” 

Foti also had a very good 
weekend for himself with his 
2-2 record. He started his 
tournament with a 13-3 loss 
to eventual champion Sam 
Lynch of Ponaganset (North 
Scituate, Rhode Island), 
before winning two matches 
in a row, defeating Wilson 
Ordonez of Marlboro by a 
score of 8-5 and Shamar 
Schand of Manchester, New 
Hampshire by pin in a time 
of 1:27. 

Foti was eventually elimi- 
nated by Sean Caltagrione of 
Coventry, Rhode Island, but 
not before making quite an 
impression on his coach. 

“He has such a funky style 
of wrestling, but he is such a 
hard worker,” Donovan said. 
“He is the type of kid where 
you are saying no, no, no, 
and then all of a sudden it is 
go, go go. You don’t teach 
the things that he does. He 
has a different style, but I 
wouldn’t change it. I would 
never have thought that he 
would win two matches at 
New Englands, but he 
worked hard and he earned 
it.” 

Eldaly, Caldwell and Foti 
will all be competing at the 


National High School 
Coaches Association 
Tournament at Virginia 


Beach on March 25. 


q 


(photo by JoeBrownphotos.com). 


Division 3 North Sectional Semifinals 
Rams big second half 
comeback falls just short 


’ BY MIKE IPPOLITO 
. _ Sports Correspondent 


F sports@yourtowncrier.com 
TEWKSBURY -_ The 
Shawsheen Tech Girls 
Basketball team may have 
seen their season come to an 
end. on Tuesday night with a 
54-51. loss to Bedford in the 
Diyision 3 North semifinals 
in, a game played at 
Tewksbury High, but in 
defeat the Lady Rams may 
haye also proven more about 
themselves than any victory 
ever could. 
_drailing 27-10 at the end of 
the first quarter and 37-15 at 
the end of the first half, No. 
3 Shawsheen refused to quit 


and put on a comeback for 
the ages, coming ever so 
close to toppling No. 7 
Bedford before coming up 
just short. 

With the loss, the Lady 
Rams finished their out- 
standing season with a 
record of 14-8, while Bedford 
improved to 14-9 and moved 
on to the sectional finals 
where they will take on the 
winner of Wednesday’s semi- 


finals game between 
Stoneham and_ Bishop 
Fenwick. 


After facing the huge half- 
time deficit, Shawsheen still 
trailed 44-21 midway through 
the third quarter when they 


staged their furious rally, 
going an incredible 22-3 run 
to close within three points 
midway through the fourth 
quarter. 

Things started innocently 
enough for the Lady Rams 
with Alex DiPerri, who 
would finish with a game 
high 19 points hitting a free 
throw followed by a short 
jumper to make the score 44- 
24, but a Bedford basket 
made it 46-24, and no come- 
back seemed imminent. 

But Shawsheen had other 
ideas, going on a 13-0 run to 
close out the third quarter 
and start the fourth. A pair 
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This past weekend, Shawsheen Tech’s Omar Eldaly of Wilmington (middle) placed second 


at the New England Wrestling championships. The week before he placed sixth at the 
Massachusetts All-State Meet, while his teammates Vinny Foti, left, and Brian Caldwell, 
right, finished sixth and seventh, respectively. 


Despite finishing second in NE, 
Eldaly not a happy wrestler 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports@yourtowncrier.com 

PROVIDENCE, RI - After 
an outstanding performance 
at the All New England High 
School Wrestling 
Tournament in Providence, 
Rhode Island this past week- 
end, finishing in second 
place in all of New England 
at 220 pounds, you would 
think that Shawsheen junior 
Omar Eldaly of Wilmington 
would have been very happy 
with his accomplishments. 

But to think that would 
miss the point of what has 
made Eldaly so successful 
to begin with. Second place 
is nice, but for Eldaly, sec- 
ond place is no place at all. 
Perhaps he will be able to 
take some satisfaction in his 
great finish at some point 
but speaking two days after 
the tournament on Monday 
afternoon, that day had not 
arrived yet, and Eldaly had 
his doubts as to whether it 
ever would. 

“I am disappointed, I guess 
that’s the nicest way to say 
it,” Eldaly said. “But there 
is nothing I can do about it 
now, except go back to prac- 
tice and keep working hard 
to get back there. I just want 
to focus on the feeling I had 
after losing that finals 
match, because I never want 
to have that feeling again.” 

Asked if he felt like he 
would be able to look back at 
some point and be able to 
appreciate what a great sea- 
son he had, Eldaly had his 
doubts. After winning the 
Division 1 North Sectional 
Tournament and earning 
second place finishes at the 
Division 1 State 
Tournament, the All-State 
Tournament and this week- 
end’s New England 
Tournament, there is plenty 
to celebrate, but Eldaly 
remains driven to do better. 

“J don’t know if I will ever 
get there, where I feel good 
about it,” Eldaly said. “I 
worked so hard all off sea- 
son to be the best I could be, 
but I will see that moment 
when I was pinned all off 
season this year.” 

The pin Eldaly was refer- 
ring to came at the hands of 
Andrew Marshall of Lincoln- 


Sudbury in the finals, as 
Marshall caught him with a 
big move to pin him just 1:05 
into their match. 

It was the third loss of the 
season for Eldaly to 
Marshall, including one in 
the finals of last week’s All- 
State Tournament. Marshall 
was the returning New 
England champion, and was 
one of the few opponents 
that Eldaly has not been 
able to conquer this season. 

“The kid is very experi- 
enced and a very good 
wrestler,” Eldaly said. “For 
me, most of the time I am 
controlling my matches, so 
when I am in a position 
where I am not in control, I 
tend to panic a little and 
start to flail and that’s what 
happened. He is a strong 
kid, and he picked me up 
and dropped me on my back 
and I never had a chance to 
get on my stomach and he 
got the pin.” 

Shawsheen coach Mark 
Donovan understands 
Eldaly’s disappointment 
with not being able to finish 
the job and win the New 
England title, but he also 
understands that Eldaly 
advancing all the way to 
both the All-State and the 
New England finals is an 
incredible accomplishment, 
especially considering that 
he did not take up the sport 
of wrestling until his fresh- 
man year. 

“IT think it is amazing,” 
Donovan said. “He is just 


the second person in the his- . 


tory of our program to make 
the New England finals as a 
junior, with Jake Ferri being 
the first and he won it. He 
was bummed because it was 
the first time all year he had 
been pinned, but I told him 
that he could look in the 
stands and see tons of peo- 
ple who would love to be in 
his shoes. 

“He has only been 
wrestling since he was 14 
years old. His first year on 
the mat was as a freshman, 
so he still hasn’t peaked yet. 
He is very strong, and very 
athletic and most important- 
ly he is a very hard worker. 
He is going to do whatever 
he can to improve.” 


Prior to his loss to 


(courtesy photo). 


Marshall in the finals, 
Eldaly had defeated Nick 
Tibbetts of Montville 
(Connecticut), by a score of 
5-3, Nolan Potter of Wells 
(Maine) by a score of 10-3 
and Mattuez Kudra of North 
Attleboro 3-2 in the semi- 
finals. 

The win over Kudra was 
especially impressive, 
because just as Marshall 
had been Eldaly’s 
Kryptonite, Eldaly has been 
the same to Kudra, beating 
the talented grappler three 
times on the season. 

“It is not easy to beat the 
same kid three times in a 
season,” Eldaly said. “The 
kid knows pretty much 
everything you can do, so it 
is very difficult. In a situa- 
tion like that, it usually 
comes down to who has 
worked the hardest in prac- 
tice to prepare, and that is 
why I have been able to beat 
him.” 

And that hard work is what 
Eldaly feels has separated 
him from the competition 
this season, crediting his 
coaches as well as former 
teammate Ferri, who is now 
wrestling at Kent State, for 
his great work ethic. 

“The reason I have done so 
well is a result of the hard 
work I have put in, and also 
I have learned so much from 
Jake and coach Donovan 
and the entire coaching 
staff,” Eldaly said. “They 
preach that, that hard work 
will get you where you want 
to be, not just in wrestling, 
but in whatever your do.” 

As great as this season 
was, Eldaly will be looking 
to put in that hard work to 
make next season even bet- 
ter, and he is confident he 
will be able to take that next 
step as a senior. 

“J definitely feel like I can 
come back and be even bet- 
ter,” Eldaly said. “That is 
the goal of every wrestler, to 
win All-States and to win 
New Englands. It will all 
come down to the prepara- 
tion that I put in and how 
hard I work. A lot of people 
in my position might slack 
off, but that’s why those peo- 
ple lose. I want to come 
back and win.” 


Annual Forte Memorial Road Race, April 22 


In less than seven weeks, on Sunday, April 22nd, we celebrate the 8th annual 5K Run For 
Wilmington+Kim Forte Memorial Walk brought to you by We’re One Wilmington. 

This 5K race & walk is known for bringing the community together to help make a differ- 
ence in the lives of others and to celebrate the memory of Kim Forte. 

Don't hesitate to register, those registered by March 23rd will receive a commemorative T- 
shirt. We hope you join us again, as you know this is a fast and flat course. It is perfect for 
those new to running/walking and for those experienced runners training for other races 


this year. 


Another great thing about this race is the encouragement fellow runners and walkers offer 


one another throughout the route. 


If you are looking for additional road race information, 


you can find it on our website at www.onewilmington.org. If your ready to register now, click 
the link below. We hope to see you on April 22nd. 
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Shawsheen Tech Boys Hockey 


A heartbreaking way to end the season‘ 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 
sports@yourtowncrier.com 
STONEHAM - Nobody 
ever said life was fair. Nor 
for that matter is tourna- 
ment hockey, as_ the 
Shawsheen Tech Boys 
Hockey team learned first- 
hand on Sunday night in a 
heartbreaking 3-2 overtime 
loss to Lynn in the quarter- 
finals of the Division 3 
North Sectional 
Tournament at Stoneham 

Arena. 

This one could not have 
been more painful for the 
No. 4 Rams, who had leads 
of 1-0 in the first period and 
then 2-1 late in the third 
period, only to see No. 5 
Lynn tie the game with 3:45 
léft in regulation and win it 
just 30 seconds into over- 
time. 

_ The Rams also had sever- 
al-chances to pad their 
léad, hitting both a cross- 
bar and a post in the first 
period, while also having a 
goal disallowed on a very 
questionable call, and final- 
ly allowing a game tying 
goal with just 1.8 seconds 
‘left in the period. 

“Losing in overtime in the 
‘State tournament is tough 
senough but losing in the 
manner in which the Rams 
Jost took it to a whole new 
devel, particularly against a 
team they had beaten 5-2 
éaflier in the season in a 
road game. 

*“That’s what happens in 
‘this tournament. I didn’t 
‘think personally we were 
‘going to get to an OT situa- 
‘tion, but they played us 
‘tough, they played us a lot 
‘tougher than they did the 
first time we played them,” 

Shawsheen coach Chuck 
Baker said. “We knew 
swhere some of their weak- 
messes were and we didn’t 
expose them as well as we 
‘should have. 
£ ~ Shawsheen got a first 

eriod goal from CAC MVP 
“Matt Irwin and a third peri- 
od goal from Jack Duggan 
with 9:23 left in the game, 
but. it was not enough to 

hold off Lynn, who got a 
hat trick from Brian 
‘Clougherty to improve to 
13-5-4 on the season and 
‘advance to the sectional 
semifinals where they will 
‘take on Swampscott on 
“Thursday night. 
‘Shawsheen meanwhile fin- 
ished their season with a 
record of 13-8-0. 

The Rams looked a little 

sluggish in the game’s 
opening minutes, with Lynn 
controlling the first five 
minutes and the outstand- 
ing play of Rams senior 
goalie Bobby Mitza being 
Ahe only thing that kept the 
game scoreless. Baker felt 
that Lynn may have bene- 
-fited from having played on 
Thursday in their first 
‘round win over Latin 
Academy, while the Rams 
‘had earned a first round 
‘bye and were idle. 
«We had talked all week 
about getting off to a good 
istart and getting the puck 
“down low, but instead they 
‘got off to a fast start, and 
‘had us pinned back to start 
‘the game,” Baker said. “I 
think it helped them getting 
the one game under their 
belt. Personally, I like first 
round games, because at 
‘least then you know where 
‘you stand. 

“You get to a quarterfinal 
‘and kids being kids, they 
“may be looking a little past 
their opponents, but that’s 
what we were all doing 
-when we were 15, 16 and 17 
years old. We were all a lit- 
‘tle. more cocky than we 
should be.” 

, Despite the slow start, the 
‘Rams did start to take over 
the game’s momentum, 

and they were eventually 
rewarded for their strong 
play when Irwin put in the 
anebound of a Nick Nardella 

shot for a 1-0 lead at the 

6:36 mark of the period. 
“(Shawsheen had several 
‘dhances to extend their 

lead, led by their second 
dine of RJ Page, Dan 
McGaffigan and Jack 
Duggan. Duggan was par- 
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Above, Shawsheen Tech’s Brady McFadden pushes a Lynn player away from the puck, with Beau Ramsey in the distance supporting the play; and baie, 
Ron nage gets some room Brough the neutral zone to skate with the ree during Sunday’s state tournament loss to Lynn. (photos by J irae scum com). 


ticularly effective, while 
also being particularly 
snake bit, hitting the cross- 
bar with 8:40 left, and hit- 
ting the post with 2:40 left, 
while having two other 
great bids denied by great 
saves by Gallant. 

Duggan was also denied 
an apparent goal with just 
under two minutes left in 
the period, when he 
appeared to slip the puck 
past Gallant for a goal a 
split second before the net 
came off its moorings. The 
referee, who was standing 
right on the goal line, point- 
ed. and emphatically indi- 
cated that it was a goal, 
setting off a wild celebra- 
tion by the Rams, and some 
intense arguing by the Jets. 
After a discussion with his 
fellow referee and some 
continued arguing by Lynn, 
the call was eventually 
changed to goal. 

Baker was measured in 
his response to a question 
about the overturned call, 
but it was clear that he, like 
most Rams fans, was not 
thrilled with the call. 

“We’re not going to 
Toronto for the replay, but 
it kind of got explained to 
me. He (the referee) had it 
as a goal, and I think he got 
a little persuaded by the 
four red shirts that were 
screaming at him, and I 
think he probably got a lit- 
tle nervous,” Baker said. 
“Even from the bench, you 
could tell the puck was 
moving forward before the 
net went off. That could 
have been the difference. 
That puts us up two goals, 
and I think that kind of 


deflated us a little bit.” 

Even with all of their bad 
luck, it looked like the 
Rams would take a 1-0 lead 
into the first intermission, 
but that too proved to be 
wishful thinking when a 
turnover in neutral ice gave 
the puck to Clougherty, 
who ripped a shot past 
Mitza with 1.8 seconds left 
in the period for his 29th 
goal of the season. 

“We stressed all week that 
it doesn’t have to be the big 
hit, but when you have 14, 
15 or 18 (Clougherty) com- 
ing down on you, you have 
to play the body all the 
way,” Baker said. “If you 
make an inside step there, 
you delay him enough to 
take away that second and 
a half, but that is what this 
game is about. It is about 
seconds sometimes. But 
again, they are kids and 
they are going to make mis- 
takes.” 

The teams played to a 
scoreless second period, 
with Mitza keeping the 
Rams in the game, with 14 
saves in the period. Mitza 
was outstanding all game, 
turning aside 27 of 30 Lynn 
shots. 

“Bob had to come up with 
some big stops, and that is 
why I look at that goal at 
the end of the first period 
and I say that is on us, 
that’s not on Bob,” Baker 
said. 

Shawsheen regained the 
lead at the 5:37 mark of the 
third period when Duggan 
was finally rewarded for his 
hard work with a goal when 
he took a pass from Kyle 
Preble, skated down the left 


wing and rifled a shot past 
Gallant for a 2-1 lead. 

Another Shawsheen 
turnover later in the period 
led to another Clougherty 
breakaway, and the talent- 
ed goal scorer made no 
mistake, beating Mitza to 
knot the game at 2-2 with 
3:45 left in the game. 

In the overtime period, 
Lynn gained possession off 
the opening faceoff, and 
kept control in the 
Shawsheen zone before 
Clougherty finally put a 
rebound past Mitza 30 sec- 
onds into the extra session. 

For Baker, the hardest 
part about suffering the 
loss, other than the near 
misses and the controver- 
sial no goal call, was hav- 
ing to say goodbye to a 
team that had worked so 
hard for him all season. He 
was already planning on 
one final session on ice 
with his team. 

“This is a great group of 
kids. The seniors are great 
kids, a lot of them have 
been around for a long 
time. I respect them and I 
know that they have a ton 
of respect for me,” Baker 
said. “So, it (stinks) to end 
that way, but I think it is a 
learning experience for 
them as well. Now they 
have to figure out what 
they are going to do for the 
next couple of weeks. 

“J will bring them back 
for a practice tomorrow 
and we will scrimmage and 
have some fun, and hope- 
fully that will help them 
smooth over the disappoint- 
ment of losing.” 


Tewksbury resident Julie Masotta signed her National Letter 
of Intent to play collegiate hockey at Norwich University 
starting in the 2019-’20 season. 
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| Shawsheen Tech senior Matt Irwin 


League MVP all class as season, career comes to an end: 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 

a Orr’ ndent 
: '* sports@yourtowncrier.com 
BILLERICA -- An amazing 
season came to a crashing 
halt ‘for Matt Irwin and the 
Shawsheen Tech Hockey 
| ‘team on Sunday night, as 
| \fhie-Rams suffered a heart- 
| ‘breaking 3-2 overtime loss to 
‘ | Lynn in the Division 3 North 

| quarterfinals. 

It was a loss that will cer- 
tainly take some time to get 
over for Irwin and the rest 
of the Rams, but 
Shawsheen's shocking and 
sudden exit from the tourna- 
ment could not diminish 
what was an incredible sea- 
son for Irwin.:He scored the 
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‘ was voted the Most Valuable 

7 Player of the 
Commonwealth Athletic 
Conference. 


Irwin is of course proud of 
the season that he and his 
teammates had, but the day 
after the loss to Lynn, the 
game and the heartbreaking 
loss were still very much on 
his mind. 

“It was crushing. I felt like 
as part of the team, I gave 
everything I possibly could, 
so to come up short like that 
was tough," Irwin said two 
days after the loss. "I didn’t 
sleep (Monday) night 
because I couldn’t stop 
thinking about it.” 

The toughest thing for 
Irwin in the aftermath of the 
loss. was dealing with the 
fact that he will no longer be 
playing with his friends and 
‘teammates, or for 
Shawsheen coach Chuck 
Baker and his staff. 

After going through the 
handshake line, Irwin took a 
wmoment to thank the 
‘Shawsheen fans, as well as 
his friends and family, rais- 
ing his stick in the direction 
of the large contingent of 
Shadwsheen supporters in 
attéhdance at the Stoneham 
Areha, but later in the lock- 
er room he had some time to 
reflect on his last game as a 
Ram. 

“I went through the line, 
and- then I just wanted to 
thank all of our supporters 
for all of the support they 
have shown throughout the 
year, even with that kind of 
loss," Irwin said. "Then it 
kind of hit me about 15 min- 
utes later that this would be 
my last time playing as a 
Ram, and that kind of 
stinks, because I really 
loved this year. Coach 
Baker and all of the assis- 
tant coaches have all been 
so great to me. It kills me to 
not be playing for them any- 
more." 

Irwin will of course also 


miss playing with his 
friends. 
"I loved playing with all of 


these guys, especially Nick 
Nardella, Bobby Mitza, RJ 
Page, Jack Duggan and 
Story Michaud," Irwin said. 


YaseIes 


Senior Matt Irwin tries to get 


The Shawsheen Tech Boys Hockey team announced that six players were recently named league all-stars including from left, Jack Duggan, Nick Nardella, 
Matt Irwin, Bob Mitza, Ryan Kelly and RJ Page. Kelly, Mitza and Irwin were also named All-Conference, and Irwin was named the CAC Most Valuable 


Player. 


"They are my best friends, 
and I will miss playing with 
them." 

Despite the crushing 
defeat, Irwin, who scored 19 
goals and added 23 assists 
on the season, was able to 
put into perspective what he 
and his teammates accom- 
plished this season, and he 
was very happy to accept 
the CAC MVP award on 
behalf of his team. 

“It was a great honor to be 
recognized like that, but I 
know it would not have been 
possible without my coach- 
es, teammates and my fami- 
ly," Irwin said. "At the end 
of the day, all I did was give 
it my all, and with the sup- 
port of everyone around me, 


past a Lynn player during Sunday’s state tournament loss. (photo by JoeBrownphotos.com). 


I was able to have a good 
season. But if it meant I 
scored fewer goals and we 
went further in the tourna- 
ment, I would give up every 
goal. All that matters to me 
is the success of the team." 

Irwin putting the success 
of his team ahead of his own 
comes as no surprise to 
Baker, who has watched 
Irwin grow not just as a 
hockey player, but as a 
leader over the past four 
years. 

“Matt has been a fun kid to 
be around and coach since 
his freshman season,” 
Baker said. “He is a great 
kid and a great role model 
for kids in the program. He 
is a hard working kid on and 


off the ice. He is a leader 
and showed that all season 
long as the team captain. 
He leads by example.” 

For anybody who has ever 
watched Irwin play the 
game of hockey, it is hard 
not to notice his combina- 
tion of speed and elusive- 
ness, as well as his great 
stick control, or his ability 
to split a pair of defenders 
while still controlling the 
puck. He has basically all 
the tools that make a hockey 
player great, which is evi- 
denced by his career totals 
of 75 goals and 69 assists for 
144 points. 

For Irwin, it is not his 
physical ability which has 
allowed him to excel above 


so many others, but rather 
his mental capacity for the 
game, for which he again 
credits his coaches, particu- 
larly one coach who has 
always been at his side. 

“T feel like my biggest 
strength is my knowledge of 
the game and knowing what 
I have to do and knowing 
where I need to be," Irwin 
said. "I have always been a 
pretty good goal scorer, but 
I never used to be good in 
the defensive zone, but over 
the past four years I have 
become a much better 
defensive zone player, which 
has also made me a better 
offensive player. I owe that 
to my coaches, and to my 
dad who is the best coach I 
ever had." 

Irwin's dad, Robert, has 
been a source of great inspi- 
ration and knowledge for 
him throughout his career, 
not just in high school, but 
while growing up playing 
the game, first with 
Billerica Youth Hockey and 
then with several elite hock- 
ey programs. 

“My dad is my biggest fan 
and my harshest critic. I 
joke with him that when I 
was growing up I could have 
a game where I scored four 
goals, but on the way home 
after the game, he would 
critique my defensive zone 
play," Irwin said. "But I 
appreciated that because it 
made me a better player. I 
always wanted to play better 
for him. He always brought 
out the best in me.” 

Irwin has had the same 
kind of support from the 
rest of his family, be it from 
his mom Laurie, or his older 
sisters Marissa and Emily. 

"It’s unbelievable the 
amount of time and effort 
they have put in for me. My 
dad was my number one 
fan, but my mom was a 
close second," Irwin said. 
"She was always there for 
me, always supporting me, 
and I can’t forget about my 
sisters, because they have 
also been my biggest fans." 

Outside of his family, it has 
been the Rams coaching 


(courtesy photo). 


staff, particularly coaeh 
Baker, who have been so 
instrumental in Irwin's suc- 
cess. } 

“Coach Baker has. been 
great to me. He lets me be 
the player that I am." Irwin 
said. "I have always been a 
kind of fiery player and he 
lets me be who I am. He has 
always believed in me, and 
he has always gotten the 
best out of me at all times.” 

Baker is happy to take 
some credit for helping 
Irwin become a better play 
er, but he also knows that 
the talented forward does 
some things that you simply 
can’t teach. 

“Matt has great speed, 
great hands, a great shot, 
great eyes while carrying 
the puck,” Baker = said. 
“Matt plays the game with 
intensity and has a great 
motor. He plays the game 
fearless. He is not afraid to 
sacrifice his: body if. it 
means it will benefit the 
team. He is a winner who 
plays the game with a refuse 
to lose attitude. He definite- 
ly ranks as one of the all- 
time best players I haye 
coached.” 

With his high school career 
coming to an end, Irwin's 
hockey career appears to be 
from over, as he will be look- 
ing to continue playing the 
game he loves in juniors and 
eventually in college. 

“I am hoping to play junior 
hockey. It is pretty much a 
requirement to play a couple 
of years of juniors before 
you play in college now," 
Irwin said. "So, I will wait 
until the end of the season 
and skate for a couple’ of 
teams and see what happens 
from there.” 

Baker, for one, believes 
that Irwin has what it takes 
to be successful wherever he 
decides to play next. 

“Matt could definitely play 
at the next level,” Baker 
said. "He will probably 
need a year or two of quality 
junior hockey. _I hoperhe 
gives it a shot because he 
definitely has the drive.” 
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Girls Hoop team pushes past Latin 
Academy i in state tournament opener 


~ “By MIKE IPPOLITO 
B ‘Sports Correspondent 


“ sports@yourtowncrier-com 
3BILLERICA - While they 
did not get start they were 
Jr looking against Latin 
Academy on Saturday night, 
the Shawsheen Tech Girls 
Basketball team showed that 
itsis not how you start, but 
tather how you finish, that 
matters most, as the Lady 
Rams overcame a_ cold 
shooting first quarter and 
pulled away in the second 
half on their way to a 65-50 
win over Latin in their 
Division 3 North quarterfi- 
hal matchup at the Cook 
Street Pavilion. 

With the win, No.3 
Shiawsheen improved to 14-7 
on the season moved on to 
face No. 7 Bedford in the 
settional semifinals on 
Piiesday night. No. 6 Latin 
Academy, meanwhile, ends 
their season with a record of 
129. 
-iShawsheen was led by an 
Qutstanding performance 
fyom junior center Brooke 
Johnson, who had 18 points 
and 11 rebounds, including 
18 second half points, while 
jynior guard Alex DiPerri 
had 14 points, and the fresh- 
iver duo of Shelby Boudreau 
(hine points) and Susanna 
Gillis (seven points) also 
ctlipped in to victory. 

‘While Latin had beaten 
Gharlestown in their first 
fetind game last Tuesday, 
Shawsheen had earned a 
first round bye, and entered 
Saturday’s game coming off 
aten day layoff. Early on 
the rust showed for the Lady 
Rams, as they did not score 
their first field goal of the 
game until 2:25 remained in 
the first quarter, at which 
point they trailed the 
Dragons 8-6. 

The Lady Rams got things 
going a little better for the 
rest of the quarter, on a 
three pointer by Boudreau 
with 1:13 left and long range 
jymper from Ashlyn Troisi 
with ten seconds left, but 
they still trailed 14-11 after 


the first eight minutes. 

“With ten days off between 
games, that is just not a 
good thing for us,” 
Shawsheen coach Aimee 
Sueltenfuss said. “So, I said 
to them at the end of the 
quarter and at halftime, now 
is our time, start a new 
game, let’s go, and they got 
it going the rest of the way.” 

The cold shooting disap- 
peared in the second quar- 
ter, as Shawsheen got three 
pointers from Shannon 
Fitzgerald, Gillis and Sam 
Moriconi early in the. quar- 
ter, with Moriconi’s trey giv- 
ing the Lady Rams their 
first lead of the game at 20- 
18 with 4:41 left in the first 
half. 

Shawsheen extended their 
lead to 24-19 with 3:40 left, 
but Latin closed to within 27- 
25 with 1:05 remaining. The 
Lady Rams, however, would 
take a 30-25 lead into the half 
thanks to a three pointer by 
Rebecca Smith of 
Tewksbury with 12 seconds 
left in the half. 

While the Lady Rams had 
started to turn things 
around in the second quar- 
ter, it was the third quarter 
where they began to put the 
game away, outscoring the 
Dragons 20-11 during the 
frame for a 50-36 halftime 
lead at the end of three 
quarters. 

Johnson did most of the 
damage for Shawsheen in 
the quarter, scoring nine of 
the team’s 20 points, while 
also grabbing five rebounds, 
including scoring eight of 
the Lady Rams ten points 
during a 10-2 run late in the 
quarter. 

“Brooke is a quiet giant,” 
Sueltenfuss said. “At the 
beginning of the season I 
had said that I really felt 
that she could be our sleeper 
this year. I felt like if she 
could have a season that I 
knew she was capable of, 
that we could possibly do 
some great things. Today, I 
told her before the game 
that their (Latin’s) best 


player was their center, so 
she needed to step up, and 
she certainly did that.” 

Shawsheen led just 36-33 
with 5:20 left in the quarter, 
but outscored Latin 14-3 the 
rest of the way, with a 
DiPerri three point bomb 
with 1:40 left giving 
Shawsheen what was at the 
time their largest lead of the 
game at 47-34. 

In addition to their hot 
shooting, Shawsheen also 
began to do a much better 
job of rebounding in the 
third quarter, after being 
dominated for much of the 
first half, and especially in 
the third quarter. 

“I told them that I felt like 
we were being outhustled on 
the rebounding, and we 
weren’t able to do anything 
defensively or offensively 
because of it,” Sueltenfuss 
said. “But Brooke Johnson 
and Kaitlyn Conway really 
changed that with their 
rebounding and then we 
were getting two shots three 
shots instead of just one. It 
also allowed us to run and to 
play or game. They weren’t 
beating us on their first 
shot, they were beating us 
after getting chance after 
chance after chance, and 
that is something we can’t 
do, especially moving on to 
the next round. 

A Boudreau basket extend- 
ed the Shawsheen lead to 50- 
34 with 48 seconds left in the 
quarter and the Lady Rams 
were never seriously threat- 
ened in the fourth quarter, 
as Latin closed to within 11 
points early in the frame but 
never got any closer than 
that. 

Every time they would 
threaten to close the gap, 
Shawsheen had a response, 
either from Johnson, 
DiPerri or Boudreau among 
others. In all, Shawsheen 
had nine players score at 
least three points in the 


game, using the well bal- . 


anced attack to earn their 
spot in the sectional semifi- 
nals. 
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Playing aad team defense during Satuirday’ s win included from left Brooks Johnson: 


Spsanna Gillis and Megan Brown. 


(photo by JoeBrownphotos.com) 


Ron to Remember Boston to honor Collier 


; Faarly Bird discounted reg- 
istration for the only half 
marathon to run through the 
historic heart of the city, 
Run to Remember Boston, 
will extend through March 
Ho, “organizers announced. 
Runners and virtual partici- 
pafits may register at a dis- 
cotint for the May 27 event 
lat #ww.BostonsRunToReme 
mber.org. 

| “In addition to saving 
Lashey; registering now 
shdws your commitment to 
our ist responders who sup- 
port | our communities every 
day, said Race Director 
Steve Balfour said. The cost 
to enter the 5-mile is $50 and 
thé half marathon is 
$100. No discount code is 
hebded if registering before 
midnight on March 10. 

' This is the 14th year for the 
‘annual charity event, creat- 


las 


ed as a tribute to all first 
responders who have made 
the ultimate sacrifice and 
lost their lives in the line of 
duty. This year the event 
will feature a 5-year tribute 
to the Boston Marathon 
responders who ran toward 
danger, not away, at the 2013 
bombing and its aftermath - 
with a special tribute to MIT 
officer Sean Collier who was 
killed in the line of duty. 
Run to Remember 
Boston is a world class race, 
produced by a handful of 
police officers and their sup- 
porters who volunteer their 
time to create, organize and 
manage the event. Proceeds 
benefit the community and 
children’s programs of the 
first responder community. 
The 1st Responder 
Challenge will also return. 
Now in its third year, it con- 


sists of teams with a mini- 
mum of five runners from 
any first responder depart- 
ment, competing in the half 
marathon for a chance to 
win bragging rights and 
split a cash prize of $10,000 
among the top three winners 
for the charity of their 
choice. 

Run to Remember 
Boston’s half marathon and 
5-mile races both start at 7 
a.m. at the Seaport World 
Trade Center in downtown 
Boston on Sunday, May 27. 

Last year, the race had 
more than 9,000 registered 
runners. added. 

For more info on the ist 
Responder Challenge, please 
contact Brigit 
at BostonRuntoRemember@ 
gmail.com. 


Above Shawsheen Tech’s Megan Brown is boxed out by Latin Academy player and below 
Shelby Bourdeau fast breaks out the Ram’s end during Saturday’s first round state tourna- 
(photos by JoeBrownphotos. Cone. 


ment win. 
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Austin Prep to induct five — ; 
into 2018 Hall of Fame Class 


Austin Preparatory School 
in Reading will induct five 
individuals and one team 
into its Athletic Hall of 
Fame on Sat., April 28. 


This will be the sixth 
induction ceremony for the 
school. The event honors 
athletes from six decades of 
Austin Prep athletic history, 
‘from the school's origins in 
the 1960s through the 21st 
century. 

The induction ceremony 
begins at 6:30 p.m. at Café 
Escadrille in Burlington. 
Tickets are $65, which 
includes dinner and a cash 
bar. To purchase tickets, 
please go to www.austin- 
prep.org/hof. 


The inductees are: 
Charles “Chuck” 
Class of 1976 
Inducted for: Football, Ice 
Hockey, Baseball 

Currently lives: Burlington 
Achievements at Austin 
Prep: Selected as_ the 
school’s All-Around Male 
Athlete, named to the All- 
Merrimack Valley 
Conference Football, Hockey 
and Baseball teams two 
years in a row. He helped his 
team get to an 18-3-1 record 
while placing second place 
in the Merrimack Valley 
Conference, under reigning 
Coach of the Year Gary 
Bishop. Played varsity foot- 
ball and hockey at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 


Gaudet, 


1988-1989 Men’s Ice 
Hockey Team 
Achieyements at Austin 
Prep: Only the second hock- 
ey team in the school’s histo- 
ry to win the state champi- 
onship (Division II). Held a 
21-4-1 record with three 


League All-Stars and two 
All-Scholastics under Coach 
Jim McAdam. 


Erica Barry, Class of 2002 
Inducted for: Softball 
Currently lives: Rowley 
Achievements at Austin 
Prep: Four-year Varsity 
Softball player and co-cap- 
tain her junior year when 
the team was the Catholic 
Suburban League champi- 
ons, three-time CSL Softball 
All-Star, two-time  All- 
Scholastic for both the 


Boston Herald and Boston ' 


Globe, was the CSL Softball 
MVP. Played softball for 
four years at Babson College 
on an athletic scholarship. 
She also has the second 
most runs batted in over her 
career at Austin Prep. 
Paul Bimmler, Class of 2009 
Inducted for: Swimming 
Currently lives: Reading 
Achievements at Austin 
Prep: Four-time Catholic 
Central League Swimming 
MVP, four-time CCL All- 
Star, two-time Boston Globe 
and Boston Herald All- 
Scholastic, and Boston 
Globe Swimmer of the Year 
in 2009. He was named a 
Swimming League All-Star 
from 2003-2009. He was on 
the team as a middle-school- 
er and helped the team cap- 
ture six CCL titles. Holds the 
fastest time for 10 different 
races, with 3 of them in 
relays. Was on the Swim 
Team (Division I) at 
Fairfield University. 


Paige Christie, Class of 2011 

Inducted for: Swimming 

Currently lives: Newport 
Beach, Calif. 

Achievements at Austin 


Prep: MIAA Division II 


: 


Swimming Champion, twos 
time Boston Globe All4 
Scholastic, Boston Globé Alls 
Star, two-time Catholic 
Conference All-Star, Lowell 
Sun All-Star, and Eagle+ 
Tribune Sportsman of the 
Year. At the time of~ her, 
graduation, she held numer 
ous school swimming 
records, and still holds the 
record for the 400 M: Free 
Relay. Swam four years: at 
Smith College, Smith College 
Athletic Woman of the Year; 
and two-time NEWMAC 
Academic All-Conference. At 
age 21, she swam.” the 
English Channel, and at. 23 
completed the 8 Bridges. 
Hudson River Swim — the 
youngest to ever complete it, 


Tom Enright © . 
Inducted for: Contributor’ * 
Currently lives: Haverhill * 
Achievements at Austin 

Prep: Basketball coach for 
both boys and girls for-more 
than 20 years. He was one 0f 
the first coaches for-pirls 
basketball when the school 
went coed in the early 1990s; 
and racked up more than 10d 
wins as a girls basketball 
coach. He coached the 2003 
2004 Girls _ Baskethalk 
Catholic Central Divisions2 
Champions, going 10-0=in 
conference matchups, A 
math teacher at Austin Prep 
for more than 46 years,she 
could be seen at countless 


sporting events every seaSort 


cheering on AP stu $ 
when not coaching: = “He 
served as Chair of*% the 
Mathematics Departmeniiza 
guidance counselor, 
Academic Dean and Dean of 
Studies, and moderated 
numerous clubs. a 
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Tewksbury Youth Boys and Girls Basketball League game recaps 


Intermediate Division 
. Jayhawks 30, Badgers 24 

. The regular season didn’t 
end: the way the Badgers 
hope" it would as they fell 
to- the Jayhawks 30-24. 
Excellent played game by 
the» Jayhawks who only 
had: five players, who out 
hustled and outplayed the 
Badgers. 

Badgers came out flat 
after a two-week layoff and 
it showed. Leading the 
scoring for the Badgers 
Sam- Ryan with nine 
points, followed by Katrina 
Macdonald with eight 
points, Madelyn Montejo 
with~ three points and 
Darya Mehrabani and 
Brooklyn DeGrechie each 
had. two points. 
' The Badgers finish’ the 
season at 8-2 to take first 
place in the Intermediate 
league. 


Senior Division 
Sonics 27, Suns 24 

Sonics high-scorer was 
Asha Speller. Speller 
scored 10 of her 12 points 
in the second quarter to 
give her team the lead, but 
also had a steal with 8 sec- 
onds, left to secure the 
win. Emily Walker (2 pts) 
made some great cuts to 
get open. Amanda 
Moreira drove well to the 
het-‘and played great 


| defense. 


* Ava’ Piccolo (2 pts) han- 
died the ball well against 
man defense. Alyssa Gray 
grabbed many weak-side 
offensive rebounds and 
moved well on offense. 
Michelle Hinkle (6pts) 
helped the Sonics lead with 
her-man-press in the third 
quarter. Guards Erica 
Hinkle (3 pts) and Rachel 
Picher (2 pts) helped hold 
the lead in the last quarter, 
working together to break 
the Suns' full-court press. 
The Suns were down nine 


| with under two minutes to 


go, they came almost all 


| the back and had a chance 


with eight second left to tie 
the game. Juliana Ricci, 
Klara Holden and Kaitlyn 
Oates did a good job on 
defense of rebounding the 
basketball and limiting the 
Sonics second chase 
opportunities. 

The scoring came from 
Christina Capachietti 14, 
Madison Stovesand. 6, 
Courtney Capachietti and 
Brooke Woodman with two 
each. The Suns finished 
the season in second place 
and earned well deserved 
first round bye for the 
playoffs. 

Spurs 43, Blazers 28 


Erin McIntyre led the- 


Spurs with 14 pts followed 
by Madison Pierce with (12 
pts, 8 blocks, and 3 
steals). These points were 
set up by outstanding pass- 
ing from Brianna Iandoli 
(2 pts, 12 assist). Madison 
Kearney had (5 pts, 3 
steals), Megan Boudreau 
provided (4 pts, 6 assist 
and 3 steals) and Elizabeth 
Pacheco stepped up with 
(4 pts, 5 rebounds). 

On the defensive side of 
the ball, Jess Hickey had 
(8 rebounds, 2 blocks, and 
2 pts), Jordan Garden 
rebounded like a machine 
(6 rebounds, 2 steals) and 
Emma Nowell had (4 
rebounds, 1 steal). The 
Spurs Game Ball Award 
went to Madison Pierce for 
her outstanding game. 

Jazz 39, Pacers 32 

Both teams battled back 
and forth, but the Pacers 
just couldn’t close the gap 
as they fell 39 to 32 to the 
fast paced Jazz squad. 
With well balanced scoring 
by all six players combined 
with terrific defense, it 
was a very well-played 


match. 
Leading the _ scoring 
attack was Abby 


MacCallister with 16 well- 
earned points, followed by 
Ally Ragusa with 6 points, 
Jamie Munroe (4), Maisan 
Ngyuen, Lily Gigante and 


—_— 
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Jaylee Howard all with two 
points. 

Solid defense by Howard, 
MacCallister and Nguyen 
and outstanding rebound- 
ing by Munroe, Ragusa 
and Gigante kept our team 
in the game. 


Junior Division 
Rockets 14, Storm 6 
The undermanned Storm 
went up against a fully 
staffed Rockets team who 
were ready to play. It was 
a slow back and forth 
game through the first and 
second quarters. After 
half time the Rockets 
offence started cooking 
through the third and 
fourth quarters and the 
Storm defense could not 
keep up. Charlotte Morris 
(4 points) and Liv Ronan 
(2 points) led the way 
offensively. 
Sparks 27, Comets 26 

Shanice E. rebounded. 
Layal M. scored. Elli M. 
played great defense. 
Mady M. had a steal. 
Maddy P._ rebounded. 
Emily P. scored a three- 
pointer. Christina R. had a 
steal. Lily V. played great 
defense. 


SCHOLARSHIPS 


Tewksbury Girls’ 
Basketball League is 
pleased to once again offer 
scholarships to graduating 
high school seniors who 
have participated in our 
program. Completed 
applications must be post- 
marked by March 15, 2018 
to be considered. 

Application forms can be 
downloaded from our web- 
site: www.tgbl.org. For 
more information, please 
contact Bob Hinkle at: 
rdhinkle@hotmail.com. 


YOUTH BOYS HOOP 
Junior Division 
Lakers 32, Cavs 23 
The Junior Lakers 
advanced to the second 


round of the playoffs on 
Saturday by winning 32-23 
in a hard fought game 
against the Cavs. High 
scorers on the day were 
Emeka Olu, Zach Chase, 
and James Brooks. 

The Cavs’ scoring came 
from Mike Devlin (11 
points), Jason Shreenan (8 
points), Alan Dang (2 
points) and Johnny 
Pasquariello (2 points). 
Bryan Flynn and Payton 
Haines chipped in with 
exceptional defense. 
Patrick Bumpus, Aidan 
Shanahan, Ben Sheppard 
and Steven Oppedisano 
contributed with great 
rebounding. This unfortu- 
nately ends the Cavs excit- 
ing season. 

Heat 34, Celtics 21 

The Heat, while playing a 
3rd game in a row without 
a key player, had a very 
strong attack offensively 
with five different players 
scoring. The ball moved 
around on most posses- 
sions, leading to assists on 
many of the baskets. The 
Heat also had another 
solid game on the boards, 
extending many posses- 
sions that ultimately 
proved to be too much for a 
good Celtics defensive 
team. 

The Heat’s scoring attack 
was led by Albie Iraola, 
Ayden Annese and Logan 
Goldman while Jeremy 
Byakika and Sean 
Buchanon also chipped in 
to contribute to that scor- 


‘ing total. Donovan Conway, 


Jake Hardy, Stephen 
Bruno and_ Santiago 
Avendano all came up with 
big defensive plays while 
also playing solid point 
guard roles, moving the 
ball effectively. 

Clippers 29, Warriors 25 
In the first round of the 
playoffs the Warriors and 
Clippers squared off for 
the third time this season. 
Both teams were going 
back and forth with pos- 


sessions and scoring, end- 
ing the first half tied at 15. 
The third quarter was a 
continuation of the first 
half, but the Clippers led 
by 2 going into the fourth 
quarter. The Clippers were 
able to extend their lead to 
4 with four minutes left. As 
the Warriors fought hard 
and scored a basket to 
come within two points, 
the Clippers were able to 
counter and ultimately 
won the game. 

Scoring came from Justin 
Quartarone, Brandan 
Cohen, Michael Colameta 
and Antonio Almeida. 
Colin Crowley, Giuseppe 
Castiglia, Jason Grant and 
Phenix Rizzuti came up 
with some key steals to 
keep the game close. 

The Warriors dominated 
the boards with Jacob 
Vieira, William O’Neill, 
Michael Colameta, 
Antonio Almeida, Justin 
Quartarone and Brandan 
Cohen. 

Thunder 26, Spurs 8 

Evan Williams led the 
way for the Thunder this 
week with his most com- 
plete game of the season 
with 10 points and a count- 
less amount of steals and 
rebounds. He was followed 
by Shane Spurr with six, 
Marcus Ramos with four, 
and Luke Stewart, Brayden 
Asselin, and Dylan 
McNelley each having a 
bucket. Nolan Fowlie and 
Ben Poirier both con- 
tributed on the defensive 
end and Nolan had a team 
high in Tommy Points! 

Sean Maloney was run- 
ning point for the Thunder 
and was able to create 
easy baskets for his team- 
mates by throwing some 
nice passes. 


Intermediate Division 
Cavs 37, Bulls 19 
Leading scoring for the 
Cavs was Jake Austin (10 
pts, 4 blocks, 13 rebounds), 
followed by Luke Shaw (6 
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pts, 4 blocks, 15 rebounds) 
and Chris Johnson (6 pts, 5 
assist).. Ethan Hines had a 
big game with (4 pts, 2 
steals, 8 rebounds) along 
with Owen Caggiano (4 
pts, 3 steals, 5 assist) and 
Anthony Curreri (1 pt, 5 
rebounds, 1 steal) 

Playing solid defense 
with great pressure was 
Jaden Sanchez (3 pts, 4 
steals, 1 block), Cam 
Kearney (2 pts, 5 steals, 6 
assist) and Nick Kearney 
(1 pt, 7 assist, 2 steals). 
The Cavs game ball award 
went to Ryan King for his 
team support and stats on 
the sideline. 

Clippers 31, Warriors 25 

The Clippers played an 
outstanding game today as 
they pulled off the upset 
against the Warriors. 
Andre Monteiro led the 
way with 14 points; eight of 
those points coming in the 
last four minutes. Paul 
Allen also came up big in 
the second half, scoring all 
of his six points in the 
third and fourth quarters. 

Anthony Monteiro (2 
points) and Liam Kelley (7 
points) grabbed a lot of 
rebounds for our team. 
Will Fillmore (2 points) 
dished lots of assists 
throughout the game. 
Anthony Pellegrino, Deven 
Ricci, and Owen Kinnon 
played great defense 
throughout the game. 

Knicks 32, Lakers 28 

Thunder 30, Heat 23 

No game information pro- 
vided on either game. 


CORRECTION 


In this week's’ Crier 
Tewksbury Sports Section, 
Cam Kelly's name was mis- 
takenly left off as an honor- 
able mention selection to the 
MVC Boys Hoop All-Star 
team. 
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Rams big second half 
comeback falls just short 


FROM PAGE SP7W 


of free throws by freshman 
Shelby Boudreau and one 
free throw by DiPerri sent 
the Lady Rams to the fourth 
quarter trailing 46-27, and 
they simply kept the momen- 
tum going from there. 

Freshman Susanna Gillis 
got things started with a bas- 
ket and a free throw, fol- 
lowed by a pair of DiPerri 
free throws and back to back 
baskets by Shannon 
Fitzgerald, one of them a 
three pointer, to suddenly 
make the score a not so 
insurmountable 46-37. 

Ashlyn Troisi kept the good 
times rolling for Shawsheen 
with a three pointer and a 
free throw to make it 46-41 
and a Boudreau jumper 
made it 46-43 before Bedford 
finally stopped the bleeding 
with a basket by Joelle 
DeLia to extend the lead 
back to 48-43. 

Lauren Legere knocked 
down a three pointer to 
make the score 51-43 and 
seemingly end the 
Shawsheen threat, but a 
DiPerri layup, followed by a 
DiPerri steal and another 
layup brought the Lady 
Rams to within 51-47 with 
1:59 left. 

Shawsheen had_ several 
chances to pull even closer, 
but were unable to convert, 
and Bedford eventually 
extended their lead to 54-47 
with 25 seconds left. 
Shawsheen still refused to 


quit, however, with Gillis 
connecting on a free throw 
and Fitzgerald knocking 
down an improbable three 
pointer with 4.6 seconds left 


the Lady Rams still had a | 


chance, but they were unable 
to commit a foul to stop the 


clock and Bedford ran down , 
the final seconds to end © 


Shawsheen’s season. 

“We came out slow again 
and could not get a groove,” 
Shawsheen coach Aimee 


Sueltenfuss said, after also f 


seeing her team get off to a 
slow start in their quarterfi- 
nal win over Latin Academy. 
“We have had this problem 
all year long and we never 
really figured out the way to 
stop that from happening. 
We were still down more 
than 20 at the half and some- 
how we put our head back in 
and fought down do the 
wire.” 

While the season ended in 
disappointment for the Lady 
Rams, Sueltenfuss couldn’t 
help but be encouraged by 
her young team’s play this 
season, especially since it 
was their first season play- 
ing in the Division 3 
Tournament after playing in 
Division 4 in previous years. 

“We are young and return 
nine of 13 players, so with 
our first year in Division 3 
North I am very happy with 
this tournament finish,” 
Sueltenfuss said. 


Tewksbury Youth Baseball 
Fundraising Event, March 29 


Tewksbury Youth Baseball is 
sponsoring a “Wicked Good 
Cornhole Tournament” to be 
held for fun, friendly, recre- 
ational players on Thursday, 
March 29th at the Tewksbury 
Elks, located at 777 South 
Street. 

The cost is $50 per team at 
the door, but the cost is $40 a 
team if you pre-register by 
March 22nd. Registration and 
warm-ups start at 6:30 pm and 
bags fly at 7:30 pm. 

First place team wins a set 


of Wicked Cornhole Boards. 
There will also be prizes for 
the second and third place 
teams. You can bring your 
own partner for the competi- 
tion. 

You can pre-register at: 
www.tewksburyyouthbase- 
ball.org”, bring payment to 
the tournament, or mail a 
check payable to: Tewksbury 
Youth Baseball, 90 Chandler, 
Street, Tewksbury, Ma, 01876. 

There will also be raffles, 
music and food. 
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Shawsheen Tech’s Samantha Moriconi attemps a three-p 
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